True Crime and Haunted Histories: Nonfiction Bundle

Students will learn about five spooky nonfiction tales and practice literacy skills using the
comprehension questions and targeted literacy activities provided
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e Strengthen literacy through
targeted literacy activities including
writing news reports, making
predictions, and verifying facts.

ISPY A TRUE CRIME

Marty and the Shrink

e Simplify planning with detailed
answer keys, mentor texts, and clear
teacher instructions.

PURCHASE HERE

Explore true crime while
strengthening literacy skills!



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/true-crime-nonfiction-bundle
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/true-crime-nonfiction-bundle

Included with this resource:

@ 5 True Crime Nonfiction Articles
e Explore real-life stories of fraud, coercion,
mystery, and immurement!
e Lexile levels range between 950L - 1250L

@ Comprehension and Discussion Questions

@ 5 Targeted Literacy Activities
e Practice reading strategies with the various
activities provided
e Students will make predictions, write in ditferent
forms, verity tacts within the text, and more

@ Detailed Answer Keys and Mentor Texts

(J) Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource
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“Death by Immurement”
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Includes Digital Resources for Google Drive®



Explore Five True Crime Reading Passages

Explore “The Crooked Queen of Crypto,” “The Lover in the Attic,” and the Shrink,”
and more!
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DEATHBY IMMUREMENT

These nonfiction

In the 18805, Gearge C. Parker established

Immurement describes the process of burying himself a3 a cunning conman in New York City,

someane alive, or trapping them in an enclosed known at the time as the "Golden Door” to

p G SS G g e S G Ve G space until they die of starvation or asphyxiation. e A T e ted k
Immurement has been used as o torture W fo the c
° " sanassnidbisusmbiteh T— — —  thase “f
exile level range . N oo :
Name: Date: te Crimes & Haunting Histories - = g

& Haunting Histories )—
0f 9 5 o L_I 2 5 O L 4( True Crimes & Haunting Histories )— [ Briesond
/ | employees in

THE LOVER IN THE ATTIC

in the frust of

. . hich iIND THE SHRINK
fAdge, whic
Making them perrect THE CROOKED QUEEN OF CRYPTO Bersch) was born n 1880 :
o B Wisconsin, When she & When his new employees would ask about the sign, fin 1981,
In 2014, Ruja Ignatova founded CneCain, a [ 2 the monkite:mduir o the: Earth.cenln Bgon warking at a textile the bridge as an appartunity to make a fortune. L He had

cryptocurrency that had investars believing it was fablishes the monk as a sakushinbutsu.

\-‘ 1 span,

it they could charge access to the bridge by acquiring it i

aetory where she met her

for older students!

the next big thing. Unfortunately for these ner of the texiile foctory,

et e Bacrm ko cn ansof the. go through o process called mokujikigyo. This Eooiy 1umed 17, she ld negotiate to "sell” the bridge for whatever price his the
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promising business person, boasting work

expenence with reputable institutions and front-
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was a closed system. This meant that the company had control over the value of exchange
within the OneCoin platform. In addition, the company olso attempted to control OneCain's
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seemed to threaten the cryptocurrency’s reputation.

Central banks and finoncial institutions began fo question the validity of OneCasin; in 2017,
shartly after widespread serutiny, Puju disappeared. Her brother was arrested and convicted
in 2019, admitting to fraud, He claims to not know the whereabouts of Ruja. To date,

OneCein hos ecammed investors of several billlons of dallars in investments,

Diolly ensured that the new house hod an attic and moved Otto in before they arrived.
Consequentially, Fred continued to heor noises; this coused strain in their relationship. One
day, a fight betwean Dolly and Fred escalated to the point where Otto intervenad and shot

Fred in the chest, Te establish her alibi and frame a rebber, he locked Dally in a closet.

Strangely, even ofter eliminating Fred and covering their crimes, Otto continued to live in
Dolly's attic. Dally even found o new husband - @ successful businessman named Hermann,

whe eventually discovered Otte and turned Dally in to the police,

Dr. Herschkopf slowly tried to acquire everything Maorty owned - even his home. He would
host extravagont parties and lead his guests to believe it was his own mansion. While he
cooked them food and cleaned up after them, many of Dr. Herschkopf's guests assumed

Marty was the household helper.

In 2010, Marty was admitted to the hospital for an operation; when Dr. Herschkopf did not
bother ta pay him @ visit, Marty began to question the merit of their friendship. It was ot this
point, nearly 50 years loter, that Marty reconnected with his estranged sister and began fo

reclaim his life.




Five Targeted Literacy Activities

Students will strengthen a variety of literacy skills, includin.g !orocedurgl WrernJ?’
creating news reports, summarizing information, and veritying facts in a tex
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Practice media production and narrative writing with this project-base

2 Crime Video Creation Project: 4-Level RubriC Tempia
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planning or selection
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“I Spy a True Crime” Riddle Activities

Challenge students to practice inference skills with these word puzzles!
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Marty and the Shrink

Instructions: Read each riddle on the corresponding workshest, then find the objeé
I-Spy box. Write the number of the riddle in the object’s box, then find a quote or det
that supports your answer.
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Strengthen analytical
reading, support text-
based analysis, and
encourage students to
think like detectives!
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Part of the somow that filled his past,
I'm a symbol that didn't jast,

o Marty's legqcy, a business old,

ISPY A TRUE CRIME

Marty and the Shrink

o Once a promise, now undone,
Left behind when love did fun.

Passed down in threads and fabrie bold.
But even that was pulled apart,
A web rewoven from the start,

© Hung with pride upon the wall,

It says he's trained to help us all.
But whaot if knowledge hides o scheme,
And trust becomes o broken dream?

° Grain by grain, the time went by,

Decades lost beneath the lie.

You didn't see how slow it fell,
Until you broke free from the spell.

@ You don't see me, but | was there,

Conho!ling choices everywhere,
Marty moved, but net alore,

Someone else sot the tone.




See what others are saying...

Here's what teachers like you are loving about this True Crime Literacy Bundle!

Extremely Satisfied

My students did this during the weird week of Halloween, and they loved the different pace and
anticipating the story for the following day. It was good for finding details in a text and had them engaged.

Thanks!
- Marjorie A.

Extremely Satisfied

This bundle provided choice for my students and kept them engaged in the materials. Thank you!

- Amber A.

Extremely Satisfied
This is such a high interest engaging activity. The students loved it.

- Tiffany F.
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