Middle School Poetry Bundle

This modern high school poetry unit will hook even your most reluctant learners

THE CLIMB -  Engage students with relevant and
, | interactive lessons by analyzing
= | [ SNy, ¥/ themes in song lyrics, connecting poetry
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e Develop foundational knowledge
through hands-on poetic device games
featuring examples from classic
literature and contemporary songs.

¢ Inspire creativity with poetry writing
workshops and digital tools like
Instagram poetry, Canva posters, and
blackout poetry activities.

PURCHASE HERE

Teach how to read & write poetry!



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/middle-school-poetry-unit/?v=da984e42a589
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/middle-school-poetry-unit/?v=da984e42a589

See what others are saying...
Here's what teachers like you are loving about this Middle School Poetry Unit!

A great resource

This was so easy to implement, with simple-to-follow instructions, too. I'll definitely be using this every year
from now on!

- Theresa C.

Extremely Satisfied

What a fantastic addition to my poetry unit! The students were so engaged, and | really appreciated how
quick and easy it was to prepare this resource. Always a bonus!

- Brittany D.

Extremely Satisfied

The match-up game was a lot of fun and although | didn't recognize some of the examples, | know my
students appreciated seeing some of their favorite artists on the cards! Each activity was engaging for my
students. I'll be using this unit again next year for sure!

- Kate A.



Included with this resource:
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What is a

@ Haiku Poetry Writing Workshop

HAIKU?

@ Limerick Poetry Writing Workshop

@ Instapoetry Lesson

@ Free Verse Poetry Writing Workshop

@ Canva Poetry Poster

A haiku is o traditional Japanese poem that
originated in the 17th century, evolving from a longer
form of collaberative poetry called renga. The
opening verse of a renga, known as the hokky,
eventually became an independent poetic form,

later called haiku.

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®



Themes in Song Lyrics Slideshow Lesson

This presentation demonstrates how song lyrics can convey powerful themes

7 & Q ® 77 & Q ® =

Themes in Song Lyrics

Can i Thlnk Of SOiE A theme is the main idea or emotion fvi' \

common *hemes represen’recl that the songwriter wants to express.

in the music that you listen to? We can consider it the “heart” of the
song, giving it meaning and depth.

Q Examples of Common Themes in Song Lyrics

5o Q ® = 4 -

P

Love
Many songs explore the theme of
love in its various forms, including
romantic love, familial love, and

Analyzing Themes in Song Lyrics

Friendship

Songs often celebrate the bonds of
friendship and the importance of
companionship and support.

platonic love.

>

Overcoming Obstacles Social Justice

Many artists use their music to
address social issues and advocate
for change, exploring themes such as
equality, human rights, and activism.

Some songs focus on resilience,
perseverance, and overcoming
challenges in life.




Application Activity with Song Lyric Examples

These worksheets prompt students to identify and analyze central themes, symbols,
and messages in any song lyrics that they wish to explore

Name: Date:

+ Social Justice: Many artists use their music to oddress social issuss and advecate

change, exploring themes such as equelity, human rights, and activism. Exemples i

"# Change is Gonno Come” by Sam Cooke ond "Same Love” by Macklemore & Ry

How do we figure out what the themes arein a song? If's all about paying attention ar
looking for clues. Here's a simple guide to help wou identify the themes in song lyrics:

* Listen Carefully: Start by really Istening to the words of the song. Poy attention t
they make you feel ard what images they bring ta mind.

+ Spot the Key Phrases: look out for phrases or lines that seem important or stand
you. These could bo hinte about the theme of the song.

* Think About the Context: Consider who wrote the seng and what might have insj
them. Semetimes knowing a bit about the artist can give you irsight inte the them:
axplora.

+ Conncct with the Emotions: Music is all about feeling, so tune into the emotions
the seng stirs. How do the lyrics make you feel? Happy, sad, hopetul?

* Find Patterns: (eep an eye out for racurring words or ideas, These could be clues
point towards the theme of the song.

» Compare and Contrast: Think about ather songs or pieces of literaiure that expls

similar themes. Comparing different works con help you see the bigger picturs.

-

Reflect and Discuss: Finally, take some time to think about what the themes mea
you. Chat with friends or family about the song and see if they have any insights tc

share.

Themes in song lyrics are like hidden ireasures waiting 1o be discovered. They're the
messages that moke us stop and think, ond the emotions that stick with us long atter #
music fodes away, The next time you're listening 1o your fovorte song, take o mement
ligten to the lyries ond uncover the themes that make it special. You might just find aw

new appreciation for the power of music.

Engage students in
practicing analysis
activities to apply their

THE CLIMB

Miley Cyrus

| can almost see it

That dream I'm dreaming

But there's a voice inside my head sayin'
"You'll never reach it"

Every step I'm takin'

Every move | make feels lost with no direction

My faith is shakin'

But I, | gotta keep tryin'
Gotta keep my head held high

There's always gonna be another mountain

I'm always gonna wanna make it move
Always gonna be an uphill battle
Sometimes I'm gonna have to lose

Ain't about how fast | get there

Ain't about what's waitin' on the other side

It's the climb

Name: Date:

THEMES IN SONG LYRICS

Decoding Messages in Music

1. Song Scloction: Write the song title and artist below.

Song Title:

Artist:

2. Listening Session: During the listening session, focus on the lyrics and overall mood of
the song.

What feelings did the song bring out?

Did any specific lyrics stand out fo you?

3. Identifying Themes: Analyze the lyrics to identify central themes in the song. Consider
recurring motifs, symbols, or messages that stand out.

Theme 1:

Theme 2:

Theme 3:

knowledge

Naome: Date:

THEMIES [N SONG LYRICS

Music holds a special place in sur hearts, speaking to us in

ways that words often cannot. Have you ever wordered
what makes your favorite songs so powerful? Today, we're
going to explore the themes in song lyrics - the

messages that make our beloved tunes so meaningful.

Music isn't just about catchy melodies - if's also about the

stories and emotions behind the lyrics. From songs about
love and heartache to those that inspire resilience and
strength, each tune carries o deeper message that resonates with listeners. lust like we
analyze novels, movies, and short stories, we can also analyze song lyrics. Through our
exploration, well learn how to identify themes in song lyrics. Themes are like universal truths

that cannect us all

[DENTIEYING THEMIES [N SONG LYRICS

In songs, a theme is the main idea or emotion that the songwriter wants to express. We can
consider it the "heart” of the song, giving it meaning and depth. Just like in books and movies,
themes in song lyries help us understand the bigger message behind the music. The next time
you listen to a song, pay attention to its theme - it's what makes the music truly powerful.

Examples of C Th

* Love: Many songs explore the theme of love in its various forms, including romantic love,

in Song Lyrics:

familial love, and platonic love. Examples include "Can't Help Falling in Love™ by Elvis
Presley and "Love Story” by Taylor Swift.

-

Friﬂndship: Songs often celebrate the bonds of friendship and the importance of
companionship and suppert. Examples include "Lean on Me" by Bill Withers and "Count on
Me" by Bruno Mars,

* Overcoming Obstacles: Some songs focus on resilience, perseverance, and overcoming

challenges in life. Examples include "Eye of the Tiger" by Surviver and "Stronger” by Kelly

Clarkson.




Gamify Learning With This Match-Up Activity

Encourage students to apply vocabulary in an engaging and memorable way

A simile compares two ¢
using the words “lik

“You are beautiful and faded

like an old opera tune.”

- “A Lady” by Amy Lowell

[PERCGNIEICATION

Personification ascribes human-like

characteristics to animals, weather,
inanimate objects, and abstract ideas.

-

Hyperbole is an exaggt

often delivered w

"I'd catch a grenade for ya,
Throw my hand on a blade for ya"

- “Grenade” by Bruno Mars

"The wind whispered secrets through
the trees.”

- "Secrets" by OneRepublic

Use pop culture to
review these
tigurative terms!

<’



Limerick Poetry Writing Workshop

A limerick is a type of poem k
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Limerick Poetry

Informational Hg ndout
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Limerick Poetry Writing Workshop

WRITING POETRY

SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL;

Think of the most beautiful persan, place, or thing in the world, \
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Reador of Dreams by Bath Murphy

Celebrate by Shannon Sehofield

End of the week comes

An unopenad book awaits
The reader of dreams

Friday comes i bright
Fills my heart with such delight
Soon my faet take flight

RPUTEE Roserys




riting Workshop

Free Verse Poetry W

Example | | - e
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Free verse is a poetic form that includes verse

I RE E VE R S I st er or thyme. They follow ne rules,
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WRITING POETRY
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the poetry of E.E. Cummings.
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Use vivid descriptions fo appeal 1o the sen
(sight, sound, smell, touch, taste), -
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Time travel is possible, Marcus said. In theory.
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Instapoetry Writing Workshop

pag 2

Date:

Pepe
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' et — Through fields of blossoming trees
Birds sing melodies (5)

In the tranquil avening light (7]
Nature's beauty takes its flight (7)

: Create a draft ¢
page! Name: ‘ -

INSTAGRAM POETRY HNTA@EEF X

Mor shall Deoth b
When in etermal i
So long o5 Ml
Sg long lives thisy

Crafting You

Explore the viorld of Instagrem poetry! Click the
nd lniereﬁﬁn@# Rupi Kaur aruplkaur

2
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wn three poetic forms or styles that you 1

Haiku

itorial Japanese form s Write do ) : our InstapoB™- & Mini ;
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playtul o silty subject matter.

m basics discussed in

51 List three Instagra

2. Instagram Basic

et Nikita Gill apikig_ gill
You might not realize it, but you're already part of the world of poetry every time you seroll  4 ‘ ___:,': Gill's enchanting Instopostry retm
through Instagram. From heartfelt reflections to captivating visuals, Instagram Poetry - also e 2.1 . weaving together feminism and g
known as Insfapoetry - offers a unique blend of written expression and visual storytelling.  '
22

Whether you're exploring peetry for its artistry or simply drawn to the creative community on

Instagram, you'll find inspiration and connection in the vibrant world of Instapoets. B! Rights reserved © Mono 2.3

VIR Reterved @

{ ‘Hen col
ing attention 1o both the wri

. ot
N D E R STAN D I N G lN ST A PO E TR Y 4, paetry Creation: Begin dra*:r;i:':’:’i :;T::;‘F::‘]:nsider the emotions of messages you we O O

UNDERSTANDING INSTAPOETRY
and the Jisuol elements you

Modern Poetry to convey:
Instapoetry is a modern form of poetic expression thot combines written poetry with

visually captivating images.
b Blending Words and Images

Instapoetry allows poets to anhance their written work with carefully selected visuals,
creating @ multimedia experience that connects with viewers.

" Diverse Themes and Styles

Erom love and nature to social justice and personal reflections, Instapostry covers a
wide range of themes and styles, offering endless possibilities for creative exploration.




Incl
cludes Canva Poetry Poster Tutorial

page 3
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Includes Editable & Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubrics

Modity these rubrics to meet the unique needs of your classroom

ric: Haiku Series &+ O &
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Edit View Insert Format Tools Extensions Help
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—_— Name: Grade (%)
1 - 2 3 B 2
v, K WiF AR e Poetry Writing Assignment: 8 Haiku Poems
Lategory Levell Level 2 Level 3 Level4
Poems require additional Most poems demonstrate the Each poem demonstrates the Each poem demonstrates the meter
support to match the meterof a | meter of a Haiku meter of 2 Haiku with minor of a Haiku flawlassly
@ Haiku alterations
Knowledge Same poems capture a singular Each poem captures a singular
. Poems require a more limited subject or specific moment in Maost poems capture asingular subject or specific moment in time
MName: Grade (%) " > : 7
scope time subject or specific momentin
time
Postry Writing Assignment: 8 Halku Poems - See comments below See comments below
Category Lavel 1 Lavel2 Levsi3 Level4 Thewording for each poem The waording for each poem is Thewording for each poemis The wording for each poemis
requires more precision to somewhat concise meticulous and concise, meticulous and concise,
. Inquiry COMVEY more meaning within demonstrating that each word demonstrating that each word has
Poems require additional Most poems demonstrate the Each poem demonstrates the Each poem demonstrates the meter - b S s :
support to match the meterol & | meter of a Halku meter of a Haiku with minos of a Hatku Nawlessly the poeticfeny S Lo INEE helow has iderac;lf?n:o‘::r:fthouﬂmt m:r::sen withahigh levl of
Halku alterathons
Knowledge Some poems capture a singular Each poem captures a singular A0 oS Diow
Poems require a more limited :u biect or specific moment in Ma?t plnems m?:u" bt s‘nﬁ‘m' subject or specific mament in time Thewording of poems requires | Mast poems convey beauty or Each poem conveys beauty or Each poem artfully conveys beauty
Hope e ::’::EC O SPRcITIC moman: in more precision to convey more | express emotion expresses emotion and expresses emotion
" meaning within the poetic form
See comments below | See comments below Communication Most Haiku have a title that Each Haiku has a title that relates | Each Haiku has a title that craftily
] - ] - ] Poems are missing related titles | relates to the poem to the poem relates to the poem
The wording for each poem The wording for each poam is The wording for éach poem is The wording for each poem is
requires more precision to somewhal concise meticulous and concise, meticulous and concise, See comments below See comments below
Inquiry convey more meaning within demonstrating that each word demonstrating thal each word has
the poetic form See comments below has been chosen with a been chosen with a high level of Poems require more distinction, | Each poemis unique Each peem is unique and Each poemis unique and
considerable amount of thought | precision originality, or integrity demonstrates effort and integrity | demonstrates an exceptional level
See commaenis below Less than 8 but more than 5 of effort and integrity
Application Lessthan 5 poemsare poems are submitted All 8 poems are submitted
The wording of poems requires | Most poems comey beauty or Each posm conveys besuty of Each poem artfully conveys beauty submitted 8 or more poems are submitted
more precision to convey more | éxpress emaotion expresses emation and expresses emotion See comments below
meaning within the poetic form See comments below
Communication Most Halku have a title that Each Hallu has a tithe that relates | Each Haiku has a tithe that craftily
Posres are missing refated tities | refates to the poem to the poem relates to the poem Comments:
See comments below See comments below
Poems require more distinction, | Each poem is unique Each poem Is unique and Each poem |s unique and
originality, or integrity demonstrates effort and integrity | demonstrates an exceptionsl level
Less than 8 but more than 5 of effort and integrity
Application Less than 5 posms are poems are submmitted All B poems are submitted
submitted 8 or more poems are submitted
See comments below
See comments below
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