Poetry Analysis Through Song Lyrics

This song lyric analysis lesson connects your language arts curriculum with your students’
personal interests
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e Explore diverse themes through
contemporary song lyrics from popular
artists, fostering student engagement and
connection to modern music.
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e Guide students with interactive materials
including a slideshow, handouts, and
application activities to support their
understanding of poetry in lyrics.
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Identifying Themes in Song Lyrics

Here's how to identify themes in song lyrics:

+ Listen Carefully + Find Patterns

» Spot the Key Phrases » Compare and Contrast

e Encourage creativity and expression with a
varied assignment, allowing students to
demonstrate their application of close
reading.

» Think About the Context « Reflect and Discuss

¢ Connect with the Emotions
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Teach students how to identify PURCHASE HERE

themes in song lyrics!



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/analyzing-themes-in-song-lyrics/
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See what others are saying...

Here's what teachers like you are loving about this Themes in Song Lyrics Lesson!

Extremely Satisfied

LOVED LOVED LOVED! This was one of my favorite lessons | did all year. My kids loved learning about
poetry through music. | love music as well and | was wanting to do this lesson for awhile. | did not think
anyone had ever made this before and then | found it and was like YAY! Will continue to do for a long time.

- Kirsten E.

Extremely Satisfied

Poetry isn't something most teenagers are interested in until you explain that almost all music lyrics are
based in poetry...this unit helped me guide my students through discovering literary devices in their

favorite songs!

- DelLana M.



Included with this resource:
@ Poetry in Song Lyrics Slideshow Lesson

@ Themes in Song Lyrics Informational Handout

O 8 Song Lyrics for Theme Analysis
e |dentity themes in modern music from artists like
Miley Cyrus, Tears for Fears, Ed Sheeran, Taylor
Swift, and more!

@ Application Activity for Any Song

@ Creative Expression Assignment Outline
@ Editable and Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubric

(J) Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource
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_ L !en. Solection: Wrre the song 1tle and arst below

Song Title: Click Hare to Edit Text

Artist: Click Here to Edit Text

- ! 2. Listening Seaslon: During the lstening session, focus on the lyrics and overall mood ¢
] the song

What feelings did the song bring out?
Click Here to Edit Text
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Did any specific lyrics stand ouf to you?

Click Here to Edit Text

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®



Themes in Song Lyrics Slideshow Lesson

This presentation demonstrates how song lyrics can convey powerful themes
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Themes in Song Lyrics
Can you think of some

common themes represented
in the music that you listen to?

A theme is the main idea or emotion
that the songwriter wants to express.
We can consider it the “heart” of the

song, giving it meaning and depth.
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Analyzing Themes in Song Lyrics

Q Examples of Common Themes in Song Lyrics

-

Love

Many songs explore the theme of
love in its various forms, including
romantic love, familial love, and

platonic love.

a

o

Overcoming Obstacles

Some songs focus on resilience,
perseverance, and overcoming

challenges in life.

Friendship

Songs often celebrate the bonds of
friendship and the importance of
companionship and support.

>

Social Justice

Many artists use their music to
address social issues and advocate
for change, exploring themes such as
equality, human rights, and activism.




Application Activity with Song Lyric Examples

These worksheets prompt students to identify and analyze central themes, symbols,
and messages in any song lyrics that they wish to explore

Name: Date:

Name: Date:

* Social Justice: Many artists use their music to address social issuss and advecate
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Decoding Messages in Music

change, exploring themes such os equality, human rights, and activiem. Examples i

" Change Is Gonna Coma” by Sam Cooke ond “Same Love" by Macklemore & Ry

Name: Date:

THE CLIMB

Miley Cyrus

1. Song Selection: Write the song title and artist below.

Song Title:

THEMIES [N SONG LYRICS

2. Listening Session: During the listening session, focus on the lyrics and overall mood of

How do we figure cut what the themes are in a song? It's all about paying attention ar

locking for clues. Here's a simple guide to help you identify the themes in song lyrics:

| can almost see it
= Listen Carefully: Start by really listening to the words of the song. Pay attention t Musie holds a special place in cur hearts, speaking to us in

; : i ! : the song.
they make you foel and what images they bring to mind. That dream I'm drea ming ¥ J\ N ways that words often cannot. Have you ever wordered
= Spot tha Koy Phessss ook oul far pheoses o Tnes Hiok e imppiibnt e But The re's a voice inside my heqd S0 yin' What feelings did the song bring out? J whiat makes your favorite songs so powerful? Today, we're
you. These could be hints about the theme of the seng. » z i 5
i i ] going to explore the themes in song lyrics - the
= Think About the Context: Consider who wrate the seng and what might have ins; YOU, “ never I'eClCh it ;
messages that make our beloved tunes so meaningful.
them. Sometimes knowing @ bit about the artist can give you irsight inta the theme |

1 Every step I'm takin'
axplone. D " )
* Connect with the Emotions: Music is all cbout feeling, so tune into the emotions EVerY move I mc]l(e feeis !osf W]fh no direcﬁon Du D Music isn't just about catchy melodies - it's also about the

the song stirs. How da tha lyrics make you feel? Happy, sad, hopetul? o 2ol steriesinel amsotions-lasling the ljros. Frsi Sanpk ahet
, _ _ My taith is shakin
Find Patterns: Keep an eye out for recurring words or ideas, These could be clues

peirt towards the theme of the song,

love and heartache to those that inspire resilience and

Did .any specific lyrics stand out o you? strength, each tune carries o deeper message that resonates with listeners. Just like we

"

analyze novels, mavies, and short stories, we can also analyze song lyrics, Through our

= Compare and Contrast: Think about cther songs or pieces of literature that expld B t I I ++ I( trvi 1
ut |, | goTra keep Tryin exploration, we'll learn how to identify themes in song lyrics. Themes are like universal truths

similar themes. Comparing different works can help you see the bigger picture.
Reflect and Discuss: Finclly, 1ake some time to think about what the themes mea GOffO keep my head held hlgh that canneet us all

you. Chat with friends or family about the song and see if they have any insights tc

e There's always gonna be another mountain IDENTIFYING THEMES [N SONG LYRICS

Themes in song lyrics are like hidde n freasures waiting fo be discovered. They're the

2

Identifying Themes: Analyze the lyrics to identify central themes in the song. Consider
recurring motifs, symbols, or messages that stand out,
music fodes away. The next fime you're listening o your fovorita song, fake o moment A|W0y5 gonna be an Uphl” battle .

1 .
I'm CI!WCIYS gonnda wanna md ke it move In songs, o theme is the main idea or emotion that the songwriter wants to express. We can
messages that make us stop and think, and the emotions that stick with us leng after

consider it the "heart” of the song, giving it meaning and depth. Just like in books and mavies,

themes in song lyries help us understand the bigger message behind the music. The next time

B e it oy Ao e s it RiwoRl THL i et Ing Someﬁmes Ilm gonna hcwe to IOSG Themo % you listen to a song, pay attention to its theme - it's what makes the music truly powerful.
new appreciation for the power of music. -

Ain't about how fast | get there i

E les of C Th in Song Lyrics:
- 1 g 1 . F
Aln t obou‘f WhGT s waitin’ on fhe ther Slde — Theme 3: * Love: Many songs explore the theme of love in its various forms, including remantic love,
HIS 1’he CI|mb J\ familial love, and platenic love. Examples include "Can't Help Falling in Love™ by Elvis
A J Presley and "Love Story" by Taylor Swift.

* Friendship: Songs often celebrate the bonds of friendship and the importance of

companionship and suppert. Examples include "Lean on Me" by Bill Withers and "Count on

A L Me" by Bruno Mars.
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Includes Editable 4-Level Rubric

Modity this rubric to meet the unique needs of your classroom!

Maime: Grade (%)
Creative Expression Assignment: 4-Level Rubric
Category Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
Approaching success in Identifies themes with some Successfully identifies multiple Skillfully identifies multiple themes
identifying themes SUCCESS themes
Demonstrates extended
Knowledge Limited understanding of main Demonstrates some Demonstrates understanding of understanding of the complexities
ideas understanding of main ideas mainideas of main ideas
See comments below See comments below
Approaching success in Interprets and analyzes themes | Successfully interprets and Skillfully interprets and analyzes
interpreting or analyzing with some success analyzes themes with clarity, themes, providing insightful
Inguiry themes offering thoughtful reflectionsand | connections and reflections
See comments below connections
See comments below
Approaching success in Essay is organized with some Essay is successfully organized Essay is skillfully organized with
organization of essay; grammar | success: some errors with with nearly flawless grammarand | flawless grammar and mechanics
and mechanics require revision | grammar and mechanics mechanics
Poem skillfully employs figurative
Approaching success in Poem employs figurative Poem successfully employs language, imagery, and -
employing figurative language, language, imagery, and poetic figurative language, imagery, and devices to convey the es®nce of
imagery, and poetic devices to devices to convey the essenceof | poetic devices to convey the the themes
Communication | convey the essence of the the themes with some success essence of the themes
themes Visual representation effectively
Visual representation Visual representation commiunicates the dominant
Communication of the dominant | communicates the dominant communicates the dominant theme, utilizing various artistic
theme in visual representation theme with some success; theme successfully, utilizing techniques with exceptional skill
is approaching success exhibits moderate complexity or | artistic techniques with
depth in artistic execution proficiency
See comments below
See comments below
Limited connections between Moderate understanding of how | Demonstrates an understanding of | Demonstrates a comprehensive
themes and personal themes relate to personal how themes may apply to personal | understanding of how themes
Application experiences or broader contexts | experiences and broader experiences and broader contexts resonate in various contexts
contexts
See comments below
See comments below
Comments:
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