Modern Parallels Between 1984 and Real Life

Explore parallels between George Orwell’s classic novel and the modern world to
explore how Orwellian themes apply to our surroundings
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e Encourage critical thinking by
having students analyze real-
world parallels to Orwellian
concepts like "Doublethink”
and "Big Brother"
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propaganda, surveillance,
and social media, fostering
connections between 1984 and
current societal issues
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concepts and themes in 1984



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/1984-modern-parallels/
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See what others are saying...

Here's what teachers like you are loving about this Modern Parallels Activity!

Extremely Satisfied

| can tell my class really bought into this activity because they had so much to say. This was a great
springboard into discussing other connections between 7984 and the real world... I've taught this novel in
the past and often students are reluctant to make connections but this time they were getting very
creative. | don't know if it's because | taught this novel during a pandemic or if it's because these
connections inspired them to find their own but either way this was my favorite activity to do with this
novel. Highly recommend!

— Chris C.

Relevant!

This resource really helped students engage with current events and see the relevance of the literature we
read in class. They were able to better understand why we read the books we read. They were very
talkative and engaged with each other, also.

- Melissa D.
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Encourage Critical Thinking

Concepts have been paired with a variety of articles and external sources to establish
modern parallels between Orwellian theory and our current world

Name: Date:

MODERN PARALLELS

Are We Living in 19847

Instructions: Analyze the following concepts as they are defined in the novel 1984, Define each
concept in your own words. Then, read through the provided source fo compare and contrast
Onwell's dystopia to our modern world. Use the space provided to explain how each term relates to
its respective source.
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MODERN PARALLELS

Are We Living in 19847

Instructions: Analyze the following cancepts as they are defined in the novel 1984. Define each
concept in your own words. Then, read threugh the provided source to compare and contrast
Orwell's dystopia to our modern world. Use the space provided to explain how each term relates to
its respective source.
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. "RUSSIAN PROPAGANDA SHOWN ON 'ZOMBIE' TV
SOURCE: TRUCKS IN MARIUPOL"

https:/www. kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/russian-propaganda-shown-on

zombie-tv-trucks-in-mariupol.htmi
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MODERN PARALLELS

Are We Living in 19847

Instructions: Analyze the following cancepts as they are defined in the novel 1984. Define each
concept in your own words. Then, read threugh the provided source to compare and contrast
Orwell's dystopia to our modern world. Use the space provided to explain how each term relates to
its respective source.
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SOURCE: “SHELL’S SUSTAINABLE INITIATIVES”

https://www.shell.com/sustainability/our-approach/sustainability-at-shell html
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Connecting 1984 to Modern Issues

Students can follow the hyperlinks within each task to read through the text connection
and analyze the relationship to 1984
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MODERN PARALLELS
Are We Living in 19847
Instructions: Analyze the following concepts as they are defined in the novel 1984, Define each

concept in your own words. Then, read through the provided source to compare and contrast
Orwell's dystopia fo our modern world. Use the space provided to explain how each term relates to
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Social networks can make predictions about people, based on information from
their friends

. "ON SOCIAL MEDIA, PRIVACY IS NO LONGER A
* PERSONAL CHOICE"

iencenews.org/blog/scicuricus/socdial-media-privacy-no-
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