SPACECAT Rhetorical Analysis Scavenger Hunt

Students will explore how real-world media texts use rhetorical elements to
persuade, inform, or influence audiences!
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Rhetorical Analysis Scavenger Hunt Activity
e Explore 5 different media texts from popular
culture provided (no internet needed!)
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SPACECAT Rhetorical Analysis Slideshow Lesson

This lesson breaks down each mnemonic element - Speaker, Purpose, Audience, Context,
Exigence, Choices, Appeals, and Tone - using simple definitions and relevant examples

SPACECAT | SPEAKER

SPACECAT is a mnemonic device used to

analyze how a speaker crafts a message to -

The individual or group who created the message.

The speaker’s background and credibility shape how the message is received.

influence an audience. It stands for

Speaker, Purpose, Audience, Context,

Exigence, Choices, Appeals, and Tone. ¥ ) Who is the speaker?

Each of these elements helps decipher the

L" 4) What do we know about the speaker (profession, beliefs, experiences)?

SPACECAT

Speaker - Purpose - Audience + Context * Exigence * Choices * Appeals * Tone

rhetorical strategies behind a text, speech,

or visual artifact. L* 4 How does the speaker's identity shape the message?

NIQUESTIONS:

Greta Thunberg is a Swedish climate activist

who sparked a global youth movement

demanding urgent action on climate change.

How can SPACECAT help us become

more critical and informed

Across her speeches, her age and moral

conviction add urgency, emotional power, and

credibility to her message. Her identity

consumers of media?

amplifies the ethical stakes of climate inaction

and positions her as a voice for future
generations demanding accountability from
those in power.



SPACECAT Rhetorical Anallsis

Informational Handboo

Students can rely on these materials for retference while exploring media texts

N Dherbis: Mame: Date:
1.k i 1k

Mame: Dharte: Name: Dotz

Date: Speaker

The individual or group who created the message, s PAC E CAT r‘,—
The speaber's bockground and credibility shape how the message s ecenved '“ﬂﬂﬂjﬂlﬂuﬂ_ﬂﬂn‘ .w

Specker - Purpose - Audience - Context Exigence - Cholces - .ﬁ._r)pn'rlh lare

Guidi Questions: Juasthars pesed for effect, Hagh ding diffsrences to
The setting ond situation surrounding the message. Zcing Mugehions: i L o emphosae changs, confict, or
This is the time, ploce, ond clrcumetanoes that shope fhe messoge’s maaning ‘\-ai \ thaught U

a Whe is the speoker] l\l SPACECAT & o mnemonc device used to

i -
5 SR X . LAY " %

x nfleenca an oudence

Guiding Questions: @) ot do e ko about the speker otessicn, belists. expasencesi?

“What fulure ore we leaving “Mot dorkrags, but light

e

T e ™

o How dosa the speaksr's identdy :.h.Jpe the messogs? Mot o
E ey

fat aur ehidren™

o Whiot socia istorioal events surround the memoge's creation!
i stands for Speaker, Purpose, Audienca

How da these everts influence the mesicge’s meoning T § A R
0 o L i it} ] Context, Exig Cholces, App . and
7 i - . =
. Tons. Each of thes msats balps deciphes IBlmlH.ﬂm
o How could the messnge's meoning chongs over s rlf- < i gl i a2 e
- the thetonea! sirafegiss behind o text, speech, g wall-known texts Uksing

eracte rhythm

figurea

=
O Thunb ol <- o wigual gzt evornty & ok s
wla nbarg in a Swedah clmate activist wha sparted a globaol yo L meaning TR |
EXAM ] SRR clanty, or emphoss
'/_ PLE maverment demarding wgent action an climate change
,'. imil'" —— ; .m!:! '""-“k

What's mally gaing an baneath the surface af same il poats, anline orficles, or YauTube

— A e i " Y . ]
{ A wartime speech olten coriesd Across her speaches, her oge ond mosal 1 ol 2 Honling i | - TP | i
ads? Thot's when S ECAT comes in, 3o before diving info your newt TikTok fovonte or | =g Pandora s i (] o atnive, fo seek, jo hind, |
'|,__"_‘ aohpmn fone, *-l@hl g I.!:g ps = gy eonclian ot ur GENCY, SMORICRD Dl ond o I T T - i H H d not § I !
Sy i I } i polihaal meme, lel's suploss wiy, hivw, and when 1o SFACECAT Bl il i | b B e J
¥ ity ta rally sup ereclibibty to har messogs. Her identt ' . -

coemge and unity ta mally .|_-_-v;.-+ recliniity i isann e . Her denfify =, PN E S e R et

\ F

f
!
:
:
|
'
|
|
!
!

ormhties #he piteenl s e: of climate inacticd b
L
and poptans ke os o vaice for f -

] i generations demarding atcouniobilty from PR AT o SPACECAT & peca Use SPACECAT whan you . Undemsfanding Madio Texts through SPACECAT gives us the foak o
those in powet AR e e Parsanol stores used fo The elalibesate srganizaton of arolyze what i baing said, Bt how and why:
In gontront, a speech during peacs ! hurranize the mesoge or |omas o Duld momentum o
and prosparity tends 1o san fowed EEEE——— * |t provides o = [dantity the Speaker * Evaluating o7 engaging SRl ek i 2 fioa guide understanding By unpoaking elements lke Specker, Purpase, Audience, Contexd,
caladiian peogress, and sheend \\.u:l! atructired and * Undamnfand tha widh partuaalve A G E.liguncu. Choicos, w and Tona, we gain deepsr mught into
p mamomble opproach P e commurecotion, | | L ke okl "
reflecting the audisnce’s mone L npos - \ ! Ry the piretegiens behind soch memage—shather i1's o teesl, B pewe
1 wves o Carsider the v Analyring o thetores { [ '
opt il et * |n BPACECAT, idertilying the Gpa i Audiance AHER E E H { orficle, 0 commemcial, or o speech
H H
helps reveal how persona| crecibl * |t ancoumgas crtioo = Ewpmina the Condoxd L ! E H i
. ol e i i
and perspechve thangthen o thinting abouwt haw w | tm thn Enigonco & wamd o inform, 1. Ny RO J: ! E SPACECAT turms posssve madia comsemption imlo oot |nferpaatation
metsage's pawear mesoges are shoped * Anoly e Chnl::s perunde, erteriain, or B ',l ‘.‘ empowaring us fo think ertically and engage thaughtiully with the media
- oo why thayre o Lok of the M wdumate . TT L I NN S SR I ¥
s |n BPACECAT, asamining the Comext helps ua sse how by mg and ffacH }" [|-- ] « Datect the :‘:ﬂt’ « Bracking dow " wa mnesunter avery day
wo [or mo [ r maaking down ho
eircumainnces shope thetorcal chalces an do how the messope of TR ES O
with s oudience to influssce fhe
audiance,
.

Includes summary of key points from the SPACECAT slideshow lesson



SPACECAT Scavenger Hunt

Students will apply their knowledge by analyzing ditfterent media texts trom pop culture!
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You do not need devices or an internet connection to access these
media texts; they are all included within the handouts provided!



Includes SPACECAT Graphic Organizer

Students will track rhetorical elements across texts and begin to notice patterns
in media communication
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Answer Key Provided!
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