News Report Writing Assignment

Invite students to retell the events of the narrator’'s family in “Borders” through
the lens of a news report!

Date:

S [ — e Scaffold expository writing by guiding
students through news report conventions
using informational handouts, graphic
organizers, and a mentor example.
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e Reinforce literary understanding by
having students retell key events from
“Borders” through an objective, evidence-
based journalistic lens.
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* Assess student learning with an editable
4-level rubric aligned to informational

writing expectations and classroom
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Write expository articles while PURCHASE HERE

assessing students' grasp of "Borders"



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/borders-expository-writing
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/borders-expository-writing

Included with this resource:

@ Editable Expository Writing Assignment Handout

e Prompts students to approach the short story
with cultural sensitivity

@ Graphic Organizer for Writing a News Report
e Five Ws and How (W5H) Model

@ News Report Format Informational Handout
@ Editable & Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubric
@ Example News Report Mentor Text

(J) Teacher Instructions for using this resource

News Report Graphic Organizer
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NEWS REPORT GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
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homas King, Borders
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News Report Writing Task

Practice expository article writing while assessing students’ understanding of
“Borders” by Thomas King using this news article assignment!
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Thomas King, "Borders"

Instructions: Use the graphic arganizer below to write the outline for your ¢
the family's name anonymous and use the proper terms to identify their cultt

assignment handout for further instructions,
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EXPOSITORY WRITING: NEWS REPORT

Thomas King, “Borders”

Assignment Instructions

You hove been hired by Turlle Island Press, a news publication that centers Indigenous
volces and oxpaoriences. They have asked you o visit the border batween Coutts, Alberta
and Sweetgrass, Montana to report on a stary about o weman and her son that are

stronded without occess to Canado or the United States.

Write a news report that deseribes tho incident from the family’s perspective. Be

mincful of the fellowing considerations:

* There are other news publications an site that are asking insensitive questions, Do not
imitate their reporting style; instead, respect the identity and experiences of the

family you are interviewing.

The family has asked that their names be laft out of the news report. Do not create
fictitious names.

* Be sure to refer to the h:rnlly's cultural identity using the citizenship and con+ederuc}l thot
they provide you with; do not use terms like “Indian,” “Native,” "tribe,” or ather terms that

should be aveided in communication with er about Indigenous peoples.

Be sure to include the following in your news report:

D A clecr and precise headline and lead

Ei The date the arficle was published

L1 The location from which the orticle wos published

0 photograph that captures the setting (not the peaple) in the story

D A description of the phetagraph

a Supporting paragraphs and o cenclusion (see the News Report Graphic Organizer)
[ Textual ovidence from “Borders” including paraphrasing and direct quatations

D Proper in-text citations and rafarances for textual evidence

D Relevant information from our classroom lessons and discussions

Thomas King, "Borders"

News Report Format
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Thomas King, "Borders”
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