
Explore personal and cultural
identity with this activity!

PURCHASE HERE

Students will compare and contrast excerpts from each short story to explore
the theme of cultural identity

“Borders” by Thomas King vs. “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker

Guide comparative literary analysis
with structured organizers that support
side-by-side evaluation of character,
conflict, and representations of identity.

Build contextual understanding using
author biographies that connect
cultural background to themes of
heritage, pride, and belonging.

Strengthen critical thinking through
close-reading and reflection tasks that
examine excerpts, literary elements, and
authorial influence on meaning.

https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/borders-compare-contrast
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/borders-compare-contrast


Included with this resource:

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®

Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource

Student Examples to Model Expectations

Story vs. Author Reflection Worksheet
Prompt deeper thinking

Short Passage Excerpts Analysis Worksheet

Comparative Analysis Graphic Organizer
Guide students through a side-by-side
comparison of key elements in “Borders” and
“Everyday Use”

Author Biographies - Alice Walker and Thomas King



Explore Personal and Cultural Identity Through Literary Analysis
Guide students through a comparative literary analysis and encourage thoughtful

discussion about identity, culture, and perspective using two popular short stories for teens

PRE
VIEW

Includes Author
Biographies for Thomas
King and Alice Walker!



Compare and Contrast Key Elements
Students will examine similarities and differences in character motivations,
conflicts, and the ways each story presents cultural belonging and identity

PREVI
EW



Short Passage Excerpts Analysis Worksheets
Prompt students to analyze how literary elements like characterization and theme

contribute to the authors’ messages about identity.

Includes excerpts
from both short

stories!

PREVIEW



Story vs. Author Reflection Worksheet
Students will reflect on how the authors’ personal backgrounds may (or may not)

influence the meaning of the texts

Example Answers Provided!
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