“Borders” by Thomas King vs. “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker

Students will compare and contrast excerpts from each short story to explore
the theme of cultural identity

e Guide comparative literary analysis

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS CHART M ith d : h
“ with stfructured organizers that support

" v side-by-side evaluation of character,

conflict, and representations of identity.

¢ Build contextual understanding using
author biographies that connect
cultural background to themes of
heritage, pride, and belonging.

e Strengthen critical thinking through
close-reading and reflection tasks that
examine excerpts, literary elements, and
authorial influence on meaning.

- olore 1 PURCHASE HERE

Explore personal and cultural
identity with this activity!

\



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/borders-compare-contrast
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/borders-compare-contrast

Included with this resource:

@ Author Biographies - Alice Walker and Thomas King

@ Comparative Analysis Graphic Organizer
e Guide students through a side-by-side
comparison of key elements in “Borders” and
“Everyday Use”

@ Short Passage Excerpts Analysis Worksheet

@ Story vs. Author Reflection Worksheet
e Prompt deeper thinking

@ Student Examples to Model Expectations

(«) Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource

» Comparative AnalysisChart & m &
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AUTHOR BlOGRAPHlES
"Borders’ vs. "Everyday Use”

Author Information: Thomas King

Thomas King is an American-bort, Canadian

writer, schelar, and broadeaster known for his

fiction, nonfiction, and commentary o0

Indigenous issues in North America. He was

bom in Calitornio and later immigmted to

Canada, where he became a citizén and

taught Native Studies af tha University of

Lethbridge for many years. King's academic

work focused on |ndigenous oral storytelling

traditions, which strongly influenced his

narrative style.

this, his wark remains ir\fluan‘tm\ for its eritical examination of Indigenous

of Canada.

King writes acfoss multiple genres: including novels, @s53YS: short stories, radio
seripts, and children’s literature. His novel Medicine River portrays the everydoy
lives of modern Blackfoot community members and is known for ifs dialogue-

driven, aon-linear structure. He is also the author of The nconvenient Indian, a

widely read nonfiction work examining Indigenous history and representation.

in recent years, King has publ'lcl\f shared that he does not have Indigenous

ancestry, correcting a \ong—held belief obouf his family backgmund_ Despite

represerﬁmion. colonial history, and storytelling. King has received NUMBToUs

honors, including the Govemor General's Aword and membership in the Crder
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ompare and Contrast Key Elements

Students will examine similarities and differences in character motivations,
conftlicts, and the ways each story presents cultural belonging and identity
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Short Passage Excerpts Analysis Worksheets

Prompt students to analyze how literary elements like characterization and theme
contribute to the authors’” messages about identity.

Name:

“Borders” vs. "Everyday Use”

“Borders” by Thomas King

— 66

“Everyday L

66 —

“Fride is o good rhm_g 1o have, you know. Loetitia 1 took one step forw

had a lot of pride, ond so did my mother,”

out of Mizs Wangero

4 |

-

o Whaot does pride motivate each character to do®

?

o How do values influence difficult decisions in both texts?

9 When does pride become an act of protection?

—

Includes excerpts
from both short

\—,  stories!

SHORT PASSAGE EXCERPTS ANALYSIS

oE
tE e VALUES, PRIDE & PERSONAL PRINCIPLES
ba
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i

SHORT PASSAGE EXCERPTS
“Borders” vs. “Everyday Use”

ok
o PARENT-CHILD DYNAMICS & EMOTIO
LY

“Borders” by Thomas King

— 66

S4q

“Everyda

66 —

“The wind had come up, and it blew Laefitia’s “Magaie wil be nd

hair ceress her foce. Mem reached aut and goes.. aying har =

pulled the strands out of Laetitic’s eyes. and

e,
Laetitic let her.”

b 29
-

o Hew do small physical actions reveal emotional relationships?

o What unspoken tensions exist between parents and children in eac

o How does love coexist with conflict in these relotionships?

Name:

SHORT PASSAGE EXCERPTS ANALYSIS
“Borders” vs. “Everyday Use”

ok
la—o POWERDYNAMICS & PERSONAL BOUNDARIES
L

Name:

“Borders” by Thomas King Date:

— 66

"In the end, she told us that if my mother didn’t

“Every

66 |

SHORT PASSAGE EXCERPTS AN

“Borders” vs. “Everyday Use”

E
o CULTURE, COMMUNITY & BELONGING
u’-b_d

“Borders” by Thomas King
— 66

“Now, | know that we got Blackfeet on the

“He just sfood
like somebody

once in o while

declare her citizenship, we would have fo go

bock to where we come fram. My mother stoad
up and thanked Stefla for her fime. Then we got over my head:’
back in the car”

. 44
-

o Who holds power in each situation, and how is it expressed?

Sq

“Everyday Use" by Al

&6

"You know as wall as me you w

o - - "y -
American side ond the Canadions got Blockfeet your aunt Dicie” Isaid: Dicte is

named Dee. We called her 'Big

an their side. Just so we can keep our records

straight, what side de you come from ™"

"Blackfoot side,” she sald,

was bom,”

o How do the prot agonists respond to hein.g controlled or scrutini ‘.

-

o How does each passage define b.e!onglng beyond national or societal labels?

29

€) What do these maments reveal about resistance and dignity?

o What role does ancestry or fqmi!y history play in shopmg cultural |denﬁty?

—

o How do institutions or individuals misunderstand cultural belonging?

Name: Date:

SHORT PASSAGE EXCERPTS ANALYSIS

“Borders” vs. “Everyday Use”

Instructions: Read the paired passages from “Borders” by Thomas King and "Everyday Use” by Alice

Walker, Then, answer the questions that follow each pair, Use text evidence o support your analysis,

[
5 o IDENTITY CHOICES & PERSONAL AGENCY
L

“Borders” by Thomas King

— 66

"Citizenship
"Blockfoot" my mother tald him.

5

“Everyday Use" by Alice Walker

Ge

"o, Mamo,” she said. "Not Dee,” Wangero

Leewanika Kemanfa!"
“What happened to Dee'™ | wanted fo know.
"Canadian?™ "She’s dead,” Wongere said. "l cauldn't bear it

"Blackfoot.”

k 29
~

o How does each character assert contrel over how they are identified?

any lenger, being named affer the pecple who

99

oppress me.”

o In what WaYS do these identity choices :hnllenge authority or tradition?

e What consequences follow from these cheices in each text?




Story vs. Author Reflection Worksheet

Students will reflect on how the authors’ personal backgrounds may (or may not)
influence the meaning of the texts
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