
Deepen your students’ understanding
of identity in “Borders”

PURCHASE HERE

Students will compare characters, reflect on personal identity, and create a
symbolic visual to represent their reflections!

Analyze contrasting characters with
a guided organizer that helps students
examine traits, motivations, and identity
through clear textual evidence.

Encourage meaningful self-reflection
using structured journaling prompts that
connect students’ lived experiences to
themes of culture and belonging.

Engage creative thinking through a
symbolic response task supported by
assessment checklists and mentor
examples for clear expectations.

“Borders” Character Comparison & Identity Reflection Activity

https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/character-comparison-activity/
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/character-comparison-activity/


Included with this resource:

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®

Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource

Student Example Mentor Texts

Assessment Checklist 

Creative Identity Response Worksheet

Text-to-Self Reflection Journal 
Connect their own experiences with the themes
of the story

Character Comparison Graphic Organizer
Help students analyze the contrasting traits,
motivations, and identities of the mother and
narrator in “Borders”



Character Comparison Activity
Help students analyze the contrasting traits, motivations, and identities of the

mother and narrator in “Borders”

Locate text evidence and examine
how each character responds to the

story’s central conflict

PREV
IEW



Text-to-Self Reflection Journal
This journal invites students to explore their personal identities and consider how

cultural, familial, or social influences shape who they are

PREVIEW



Symbolic Identity Response Activity
Students will design a symbol that represents an important aspect of their own

identity and write a short explanation connecting their symbol to both their personal
experiences and the themes in “Borders”

INCLUDES
ASSESSMENT
CHECKLIST

PREVIEW


