“Borders” Character Comparison & Identity Reflection Activity

Students will compare characters, retlect on personal identity, and create a
symbolic visual to represent their retlections!
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¢ Encourage meaningful self-reflection
using structured journaling prompts that
connect students’ lived experiences to
themes of culture and belonging.
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symbolic response task supported by
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Deepen your students’ understanding
of identity in “Borders”
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Character Comparison Activity

Help students analyze the contrasting traits, motivations, and identities of the
mother and narrator in “Borders”
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Text-to-Self Reflection Journdl

This journal invites students to explore their personal identities and consider how
cultural, familial, or social influences shape who they are

Name: Date:

TEXT-TO-SELF REFLECTION JOURNAL
“Borders” by Thomas King

Instructions: Answer the prompts below and explain how the story connects to your own experiences,

thoughts, or beliefs about identity.

o Have you ever felt pressured to explain or defend who you are? How does this connect to the story?

o Which character do you relate to more: the mother or the narrator? Why?




Symbolic Identity Response Activity

Students will design a symbol that represents an important aspect of their own
identity and write a short explanation connecting their symbol to both their personal
experiences and the themes in “Borders”
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CREATIVE IDENTITY RESPONSE SHEET
“Borders” by Thomas King

Student Name: Date:

IDENTITY SYMBOL

Instructions: Create a symbol that represents an important part of your identity and write 7-10 sentences

es(plo:r'.ung what it represents, how it connects fo your identity, and how it relates to the story “Borders”. 7 CONTENT & MEANING
(1 )» YOUR IDENTITY SYMBOL [] | Creates a clear dentity symbol (drawing, design, or detailed description]
[ D Symbol represents an important part of the student's identity

D Explanation clearly explains what the symbal represents

(0] | Demenstrates thoughtful reflection on persenal identity

TEXT CONNECTION

E] | Clearly connects the identity symbol to “Borders”

D Shows understanding of identity as presented in the story

D Makes a meaningful connection between persanal identity and the text’s message

CLARITY & ORGANIZATION
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D Explanation is written in a clear and logical order

D Ideas aore easy to follow and well orgonized

D Uses complete sentences

WRITING QUALITY & EFFORT

Uses appropriate ocodemic or reflective language

Avocids vague or unclear statements

D Shows effort, care, and personal engagament

Edits for .f,pellmg and punctuation




