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This short story unit explores “Borders” by Thomas King through the study of
theme, characterization, plot structure, and expository writing

“Borders” Short Story Unit

Build deep understanding of “Borders”
through guided reading questions, plot
analysis, and character comparisons that
scaffold literary analysis skills.

Examine identity and cultural
perspective using reflection, theme
posters, and cross-text comparisons to
foster higher-level thinking.

Assess comprehension and writing
skills with a news report assignment,
editable rubrics, and exemplar answers.

https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/borders-short-story-unit-by-thomas-king
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/borders-short-story-unit-by-thomas-king


Included with this resource:

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®

Teacher Instructions for how to use these resources

Answer Keys, Example Answers, and Rubrics

Author Biography for Thomas King 

Guided Reading Questions for “Borders”

Plot Diagram Activity

Character Comparison and Identity Reflection

Theme Poster Assignment

“Borders” vs. “Everyday Use” Text Comparison

News Report Writing Assignment



Here’s what teachers like you are loving about this “Borders” Short Story Unit!

See what others are saying...

– Cortney K.

Extremely Satisfied

This was an excellent resource for teaching this powerful story to my 12th grade students. The materials
were thoughtful, well-organized, and encouraged deep analysis of both literary elements and cultural
themes. It sparked rich classroom discussions and helped students connect meaningfully with the text. A
valuable, ready-to-use bundle that made planning and instruction easy—highly recommend!

– Ms. Smith

Extremely Satisfied

My students loved the layout and order of this booklet and it was perfect for our novel study unit! The
questions really got them thinking and engaged with the novel more than they normally would.



Informational Biography about Thomas King
Explore the life and experiences of Thomas King, including his development as a writer,

his immigration to Canada, his political activism, and his cultural identity.

2-PAGE
AUTHOR
BIOGRAPHY!

PREVIEW
Includes Vocabulary Terms and Short-Answer Questions!



Comprehension Questions and Discussion Prompts
Facilitate a guided reading of Thomas King’s short story, “Borders”

PREVIEW



Plot Diagram Activity for “Borders”
Using the story’s major plot events, students will map out the plot from exposition to resolution

INCLUDES
ANSWER

KEY!
This visual format helps solidify their

understanding of narrative structure and theme.

PREVIEW



Character Comparison Activity
Help students analyze the contrasting traits, motivations, and identities of the

mother and narrator in “Borders”

Locate text evidence and examine
how each character responds to the

story’s central conflict

PREV
IEW



Text Evidence & Theme Identification Worksheets
Help students determine a central theme in the short story and justify their

selection using evidence from the text

INCLUDES
ASSIGNMENT
INSTRUCTIONS!

PREVIEW



“Borders” vs. “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker
Guide students through a comparative literary analysis and encourage thoughtful discussion

about identity, culture, and perspective using two popular short stories for teens

Example Answers Provided!

PREV
IEW



News Report Writing Assignment
Invite students to retell the events of the narrator’s family in “Borders” through the

lens of a news report!

Model success criteria and expectations with
this completed news report example

PREVIEW



Includes Editable & Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubrics
Modify these rubrics to meet the unique needs of your classroom

Formatted for Google Docs®!

PREVIEW


