Thomas King Author Biography

This author biography shares about King's childhood and upbringing, his education,
history, and current scholarship identitying Thomas King as non-Indigenous

Date:

— —g ¢ Introduce students to Thomas King's
s life and literary journey to build

oFTTTrITy : -
i cultural context before reading his work.

Instructions; Answar thoughtiully in completa sentances

L Wy i King considered on aceloimed Conodian?

e Strengthen nonfiction reading skills
through guided biography questions that
reinforce vocabulary, key facts, and
close-reading habits.
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e Support respectful, informed
discussions about identity and
authorship with updated scholarship
that deepens students’ understanding of
the text.

- - PURCHASE HERE

Explore the life of Thomas King!



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/author-biography-borders-short-story/?v=da984e42a589
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/author-biography-borders-short-story/?v=da984e42a589

Included with this resource:

@ Thomas King Author Biography Informational
Handout

e Provides a concise overview of Thomas King's

life, career, and cultural contributions

@ Author Biography Vocabulary Worksheet

@ Author Biography Short-Answer Comprehension

Questions

e Reinforces close reading and nonfiction literacy
skills

@ Answer Key for Comprehension Questions

(J) Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource
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ational Biography about Thomas Kin
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Explore the i
ife and experi
periences of Thomas King, including his devel
evelopment Aas a Wri
writer,

his immigrati
gration fo Can
- . N
da, his political activism, and his cul
, is cultural identit
y.

Name: ’ ‘ Date: ’/

Author Biography

24,1945 in

Calitornio, United Stotes. He was raised in @

Thomas King wos born on April

ity called Roseville, which is located within

the greater Sacramento ares: King's mother i

of Greek and German descent. Far many

years, it wos believed that his father waos of

Cherckee descent. However, recent research

has shown that King does not haye Indigenous

oncestry, and his long-held family story about

Cherokee raots has been proven incarrect.

Thomas grew Up primarily in G single-porent

home consisting of his brather and his mother.

Iy
eMment in Can
la]

e G dian poi
After failing out of Sacramento Siate University: Thomos King iraveled to Agstralia and New! v huelph Distriey 1 politics, i 200
rshi ¢
Zealand while working in the fishing indusiry- At the age of 21, he began working @s @ 'P and aborig 7. King

phomgropher and phmto]ournm!ist, He centinued this work for three years pefore determining

that phmogtcphy was more of @ hoblby and less of a career in which he wished to pursue

professio nally.

I 1847, King returned to the United States and began his studies at Chico State University in

Colifernia. By 1972, he had completed his Bachelors and Masters degrees. He pegan work as

a counselor administrator and teacher pefore completing his studies at the University of
Utah, where he aarned his PhDin English and American Studies in 1986

n
; ty resides in
H I

 and Elizabey, uelph with pis

During this fime, King's academic work focused on Native Americen studies. He was primorily

interested i0 the orol s’foryTe\\ing traditions. It was dlso at this time that he imm‘tgru‘rad to

wife:
Canada ond bega” teaching Native studies at the University of Lethbridge in Alberta. He ife; they are -

remained tpaching in Lethbridge for 15 years.

King congiders his time in {ethbridge o5 the first time in his life where he really feft as though

he was “home.' He became 8 Canadian citizer marded his wite Helen Hoy. and begon to

work with several noteworthy weiters: Through these persor\al and prcﬂesﬁmna\

developments he further developed his perscnc:l identity and his literary veice.
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Targeted Comprehension Activities

Detine key terms and assess students’ understanding of Thomas King's biography
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[ Date:
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ESSENTIAL TERMINOLOGY

Thomas King, "Borders”

() oxrinmions &

I ) ;
nstructions: Define the fo”owing terms in your own word
5,

ACCLAIMED

BLACKFOOT

CHEROKEE

CONTEMPORARY

FELLOWSHIP

PHOTOJOURNALIST

POLITICAL ACTIVISM

UNCONVENTIONAL

—

Includes Vocabulary Terms and Short-Answer Questions! <

Date:

gme:

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY QUESTIONS

Thomas King, "Borders"

o SHORT-ANSW ER QUESTIONS

sentences.
Instructions: Answer in 2-5 complete sent

1. Describe King's childhood and yeung adulthood.

. T ng eir to dBVB‘O his ll'-EI’ﬁl"i Volcﬂi. What Eﬂ{“."ﬂl’B do you t nk
2 Whe did ¥ b B ¥
oo #nbu?ed to this deveiopu en [

es it draw on
d‘.gencus?

? do
rst novel connect 1o his academic work .{ Haw1 i
d storytelling, even though King himself is no

3, How does King's fi
\ndigenous culture an

Name:
- Date:

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY QUESTIONS

Thomas King, "Borders"

o DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Instructions: Answer Thcughifu”y in complete sentences

(l. Why is King considered an acclaimed Conadian?

2. What makes King's identi

compl ially in fi
about his ancestry? 'y complex. especially in light of the recent discovery




