Student-Led Literature Circles Unit

Facilitate high school book clubs with ease using this literature circles bundle!
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analysis through hands-on plot
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projects.
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discussions independently!
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Included with this resource:
@ Introductory Book Tasting Activity

@ Literature Circle Roles with Task Worksheets

@ Book Club Pacing Guide and Task Graphic

Organizer

@ 21 Question Prompts for Any Novel
@ Plot Structure Collaborative Poster
@ Literary Analysis Collaborative Poster

@ Alternate Ending Project for Literature Circles

@ Editable and Ready-to-Print Teacher and Peer
Rubrics

(J) Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource

@ BONUS: Netflix Series Adaptation Project
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Includes Virtual & Ready-to-Print Book Tasting Activity!



Everything you need to facilitate student-led book clubs!

Support students with role descriptions, rubrics, and graphic organizers

Group: Meeting No.: Name: Date:

il LA
E h ol LITERATURE CIRCLES
Name: Date: Meeting No.:

Task Chart Oenops

( Y lember provided an excellent overview of 'y )
fext as a whole; symbols were highly reley Name: . Partic

Literatu re Ci rcle Roles ading assignments were also connected te ey

were explained thoroughly.

LITERATURE CIRCLES
Peer Rubric

Level 4: Participation Exceeds Expectations Group:

ser provided a reasonable overview of sy

tds to their relevance to the text as o whe Grade Level: 90-100%
enis are mentioned but not thoroughly exg

* Participant offers sclid analysis that draws from the assigned ff

inection. =
knowledge of the text Instructions:
® Participant goes beyond expectations to demonstrate insighty 1. Copy the dates of the meeting numbers from the board into the chart beloy Instructions: All members will work
ment: The member was not quite preparet L . 1 ]
Read through the responsibilities below to learn more about the different roles that you will tion fi di i t w: REIinEnt 2SR Eetons S vl 5 1S pon s to, Ui S ESa : 1 ; together to assess classmates using the
a g ponsi 5 you ation from previous rea lng uss'.lghmen £ | s Patticipant clarifies o requests clarification when nacessary 2. Amongst your group members, divide your novel into sections. To avoid con rubric below. Highlight the appropriate
assume during your literature circles. Each role will help your group to gain o deeper 2gards to the current reading assignment. ® Participant shows respect and active listening to other particig page numbers to indicate reading assignments, For each meeting, assign the category based on your judgment
ur ju ;
understanding of the novel that you read. * Participant prompts others to speak in arder to ensure a balan that you will start reading from, followed by the page number you will stop rey il
Regardless of your evaluation, make sure to
reached.
include an explanation for your score in the
The Plot Tracer Level 3: Participation Meets Expectations | 3, Fill in @ group member's name for each role. Ensure that you rotate groupi section labeled “notes” below. You may
Grade Level: 80-89% names so that each member performs o different role for each meeting. highlight different sections from different

; t ies id hensi
The Plot Tracer will provide a summary for the reading assignment. The summary should - - : It is the responsibility of each member to have completed their role before thi categories to provide more comprehensive
« Participant offers solid analysis that draws from the assigned § feedback
focus on the plot and provide a complete overview that allows a meaningful discussion to TER knowledge of the text begins. 3
transpire among the members. Your summary should be well-thought-out and well- E | & Participant shows respect and active listening to other particip
F . : : - & Participant allows others the opportunity lo speak in order 1o 8
prepared, and must not be plagiarized from online sources fe avoid a group mark of zero. smber provided six excellent, appropriate MEETING NO. & DATE | READING ASSIGNMENT GROUP MEMBE] PLOT TRACER
estions ollowed a meaningful discussiond !
mber directed conversation effectively, e Level 2: Participation is Satisfactory | Plot Tracer:
1 5 | Excellent: The member presented the gro ith a complete overview of the plot that
The Sym bol Tracker lly contributed to the discussion. Symbol Tracker: - : P ) g_ ap P ! _w P
Grade Level: 70-79% allowed meaningful discussion to transpire among the members; their summary was

Question Master:

well-thought out and well-prepared, covering the main points that were provided in the

The Symbol Tracker will search for symbels from the reading assignment and expand on er pravided six oppropriate questions. The s Participant offers some analysis that draws from the assignedt Vocabulory Coach: reading assignment
their meaning in relation to the text as a whole. They will also build en re-occurring symbols dld have been more thought-provaking. Th knowledge of the text Synthesizer:
it - v 3 i i M = lack: | evil A
that have been presented in earlier reading assignments. Previous symbols may not appear e Horcughiy eaniituisctic el * os.l ol iy e tl_emm Sy 4 Thematic Explorer: Good: The member presented the group with a reasanable overview of the plot that
: . ; : . = Participant shows aclive listening through eye contact and inte Artist: -
in each week's reading assignment, but may connect to the plot in some way; the most font: The member was not quite prepared {itiaarbal rasponiie tosippont e discassion : u:!o:'edisomeddl scuisslondumohng the merTbersI:{ the group; lhef}r lfresenfed clear parts
i i fa i 1 of the plot and explained with some analysis, but some parts of the plot were not
effective Symbol Tracker will therefore keep past symbols in mind, and discuss them in § prepared. They did not direct the conven Plot Tracar: P =l ys pa =

entirely explained.

relation o each week's reading assignment. intributed to the discussion. 2
9 Level 1: Participation Requires Improvement Symbol Tracker:

Question Master:

Needs Improvement: The member was not quite prepared for their role; they did not

Grade Level: 60-69% . 3
gl know the plot of the story and gave ideas that were superficial and irrelevant to the

Vocabulary Coach:

The Theme Explorer

& Participant either offers little commentary, or commentary lacks Synthesizer: discussion, They demanstrated a lack of preparation.
# Participant shows active listening through eye contact and intg Thematic Explorer:
The Theme Explorer will reflect on the themes explored in previous meetings, and connect Jittle verbal respanse to support the discussion Artist: Gioh
ofes:
those themes to the current reading assignment. The Theme Explorer will find examples fram
the plot, character development, dialogue, and/or prose and explain how they relate to ot o4 Motes:
least three themes. The theme explorer will also connect these themes to the general »
thematic conflict categories of person vs. person, person vs. self, person vs. society, and/or P | ¥ |

person vs. nature.




Virtual & Ready-to-Print Book Tasting Activity

Invite students to explore new and exciting YA books using this immersive and
engaging introductory book tasting activity!
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Name:

Explore 7 Insightful Literature Circle Roles

ractice analytica

Name: Date:

|l and p

THE QUESTION MASTER

Instructions: The Question Master will create six appropriate and thought-proveking questions that allow o meaningful discussion to
transpire omong the members. Cuestions should encourage discussion - you must therefore aveid yes f no questions. This role alse includes

the responsibility of recording the responses of your classmates,

Meeting No.

-

List your six questions below. You can record your responses from your classmates in any format you choose so long @s you can submit it fo

your teacher with the rest of the group work,

Name:

ractical reading strategies

[ 3

conceptual meaning of your werk, You may alse use a blank Ad page to ereate your art,

Instructions: The arfist will provide an artistic interpretation of the selected reading that demonstrates excellen

of the text; all of the space in the box below must be used. Include o quotation with yeur artistic interpretation 1|

T

HE SYMBOL TRACKER

Meeting No.

Instructions: The Symbal Trocker will search for symbals from the reading assignment and expand on their meaning in relotion fa the text as
a whale, They will also build on re-sccurring symbals that have been presented in sorlier reading assignments. Previous symbaols may not
appear in each week's reading assignment, but may connect to the plot in some way; the most effective Symbel Tracker will therefore keep

past symbols in mind, and discuss them in relation to eoch week's reading ossignment.

-

Track your symbols in potggroph form below:

Name:

THE PLOT TRACER

Instructions: The Plat Tracer will provide a summary for the reading assignment. The summary should focus on the plot and provide o
complete overview that allows o meaningful discussion to transpire among the members. Your summary should be well-theught-out and

well-prepared and must not be plagiarized fram enline sources fo aveid a group meark of zere.

Meeting No.

b

Write your summary in

paragraph form below:

Includes task
worksheets for

each unique role!

A

THE THEME EXPLORER

Meeting No.

Instructions: The Theme Explorer will reflect on the themes explared in previous meetings, and connect those themes to the current reading
assignment. The Thame Explorer will find exomples from the plot, choracter development, dialogue, andfor prose and explain how they
relate to of least thres themes. The theme explorer will also connect these themes to the general thematic conflict categories of person vs

person, person vs. self, person vs_ society, andfor person vs. nature.

-

~

Write your connection to three themes in paragraph form belew:




Includes Pacing Guide and Task Chart

Help students stay organized and manage their reading assignments for each meeting

Literature Circle Task Chart
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Everythin? You Need to Lead an Engaging,
mmersive Book Tasting

Use these materials to set up an interactive reading experience for your students
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> Book Tasting Signs, Invitations, Reservation List, Set Menus, and more!



Three Scaffolding Graphic Organizers

Students will explore scenarios, describe changes, and predict their potential
ripple eftect on the story

N Date:

SCENARIO WORKSHEET

Alternate Ending Writing Assignment

Instructions: Brainstorm pivotal moments and explore alfernaie outec  y Date:

-

SCENARIO WORKSHE

Alternate Ending Writing Assignmer

° Key Plot Point Selection o What If? Brainstorming
Choose a piveial mement in the story where you think an dlternate Think about how the story weuld change if this pivetal event played out ¢
might be a major decision made by a character, a plot twist, ora |
course of the narrative. a. Alternate Scenario (What if this moment happened differently?):

b. Character(s) Involved:

[ ¥} Dﬂte: [ ¥}

RIPPLE EFFECT ANALYSIS

Alternate Ending Writing Assignment

Instructions: Use the following prempts to analyze the ripple effects of yo g Date
about how the changes you made affect the characters, themes, ond moc

Title: RIppLE EFFECT ANAH

Author:

Alternate Ending Writing Assignn

o Thematic Shifts
@ Character Impact; How does this change affect the characters invol Vo
motivatiens, relationships, and actions.

How does the theme or message of the story change with your alter

CHARACTER(S) AFFECTED HOW THEY ARE shift the overallmoralor lessan?

—

o Tone/Mood Changes

-

What happens to the overall tone or mood of the narrative? Does the

more hopeful, dark, tense, etc.?

TIMELINE TEMPLATE

Alternate Ending Writing Assignment

Instructions: Plot the original everts in the first column, the diternate events in the second column,

and the impact in the third column.

J— IMPACT I SIGNIFIC ANCE

Scenario Worksheet,

Ripple Effect Analysis,

and Timeline Template! ¢




Plot Structure Collaborative Poster

This collaborative activity is perfect tor reinforcing key elements ot narrative structure!
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4-Page Blank Poster Template

Students will collaborate to complete their analysis of the plot structure in any
short story or novel

CHARAGTERS;

TITLE:

AUTHOR:

Al

el
;LL( 1 y

[ PROTAGONIST

1

|

[ ANTACONIST

"

~~~” TIME PERIOD r :

A

RISING ACTIONS

CONFLICT

RESOLUTION

< LocaTion l

GROUP MEMBERS

L,
| ———

1

Examine
characters,
setting, plot,
and theme!



Includes Editable & Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubrics

Modity these rubrics to meet the unique needs of your classroom.

Book Trailer: 4-LevelRubric % 0 &

A

Q & ¢ & A § 100% ~ Normal text
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Book Traller: 4-Level Rubric

Slideshow
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Level 1 (0-49%)

Level 2(50-64%)

Level 3165-79%)

Level 4(80-100%)

Approaching success with
presentation of knowledge of
the novel

See comments below

Presents knowdedge of
characters and conflict of the
novel with some success

See comments below

Successful presentation of
knowiedge of characters and
conflict, reflecting satisfactory
understanding of the novel

Skiltully presents knowledge of

characters and conflict, reflecting a

strong understanding of the novel

MName: Grade (%) ___
Book Trailer: 4-Level Rubric

Category Level 1 (0-49%) Level 2(50-64%) Level3{65-76%) Level4 {80-100%)
Approaching success with Presents knowledge of Successful presentation of Skilfully presents knowledge of
presentation of knowledge of characters and conflict of the knowledge of characters and characters and conflict, reflecting a
the novel novel with some success conflict, reflecting satisfactory strong understanding of the novel

understanding of the novel

Knowledge See comments below See comments below
Literary analysisisapproaching | Moderate success in literary Literary analysis meets Literary analysis exceeds
success: opinions and/or analysis: opinions and/or expectations: opinions are expectations: opinions are
real-world applications require | real-world applications are complex; real-world connections | grounded in real-world

Inguiry more explanation somewhat insightful and applications demonstrate connections; applications

See comments below

See comments below

insight

demanstrate high-level thinking

Literary analysis is approaching
success: opinions and/or
real-world applications require
Inquiry more explanation

See comments below

Moderate success in lilerary
anahysis: opinions and.for
real-world applications are
somewhat insightiul

See comments below

Literary analyss meets
expectations: opinions are
complex; real-world connections
and applications demonstrate
insight

Literary analysis excoeds
expectations: opinions are
grounded inreal-world
connections: applications
demonatrate high-kevel thinking

Grammar, tone, and/or
inflection require improvement
Communication
Conflict and characterization
are not expressed

Quality of audio, acting and/or

animation reguires some
improvement

about setting, dialogue, and
cinematic details
Teamwork is not equitable

See comments below

Storyboard requires more detail

Grammar, tone, and/or inflection
are satisfactory

Conflict and character ization
lack artistic expression and are
somewhat simplistic

Storyboard provides overview of
setting. dialogue, and cinematic
details with some detail
Teamwork needs improvement

See comments below

Grammar, tone, and inflection are
communicated successiully

Conflict and characterization are
expressed artistically

Storyboard provides overview of
setling, dialogue, and cinematic
details with sufficient detail

Satisfactory teamwork

Perfect grammar, tone, and
inflection are demanstrated

Presentationdemanstrates a high
level of visual appeal and
exceptional effort in produsction

Storyboard provides overview of
setting. dialogue, and cinematic
detailswith exceptional detail

Strong teamwork

Communication

Grammar, tone, and/or
inflection require improvement

Conflict and characterization
are not expressed

Quality of audio, acting, and/or
animation requires some
improvement

Storyboard requires more detail
about setting, dialogue, and
cinematic details

Tearmwork is not equitable

See comments below

Grammar, tone, and/or inflection
are satisfactory

Conflict and characterization
lack artistic expression and are
somewhat simplistic

Storyboard provides overview of
setting, dialogue, and cinematic
details with some detail
Teamwork needs improvement

See comments below

Grammar, tone, and inflection are
communicated successfully

Conflict and characterization are
expressed artistically

Storyboard provides overview of
setting, dialogue, and cinematic
details with sufficient detail

Satisfactory teamwork

Perfect grammar, tone, and
inflection are demonstrated

Presentation demonstratesa high
level of visual appeal and
exceptional effort in production

Storyboard provides overview of
setting, dialogue, and cinematic
details with exceptional detail

Strong teamwork

Application

Trailer is more than a minute
outside of time limit

Main conflict requires more
analysis

See comments below

Trailer falls somewhat outside of
time limit {-1 minute)

Main conflict is analyzed using
some details in the novel

See comments below

Trailer meets time limit (~30
seconds)

Main canflict is analyzed: themes
are supported using detailsin the
novel

Trailer meets time limit

Main conflict is analyzed in-depth;
themes are supported using details
in the novel along with real-world
connections

Trailer is more than a minute
outside of time limet

Trailer falls somewhat outside of
time limit (~ 1 minute)

Trailer meets time limit (=30
seconds)

Trailer mests time limit

Main conflict is analyzed in-depth;

Comments:

Formatted for Google Docs®!




BONUS: Netflix Adaptation Project

This assignment includes guided templates and worksheets to design a é6-part Nettlix series

N Date:

( 3 N Date Name: Date:

THEME JUSTIFICATION [ 0
Netflix Adaptation RATING JUSTIFICATION

Netflix Adaptation

NETFLIX THUMBNAIL

Netflix Adaptation

Instructions: Choose a theme you believe is central to the story. Then, use the prompts below to explain

Instructions:
and support your selection.

Instructions: Rate the story from 1o 5 stars. Then, answer the questions below to explain your rating. * Title: Create a catchy series itle that fits the tone of the story.

THEMES r * Synopsis: Write a brief 1-2 sentence summary of the main plot. Avoid revealing the ending.
RATING JUSTIFICATION PROMPTS

* Genre Tags: Choose 2-4 genre tags thot reflect the tone and content of the story (e.g., dystopian, thriller, romance).
Name: Date:

Q- T 1. What specific events or cont =—— * Thumbnail: Draw a large image that represents the tone and theme of your series.
GWERE & A0 [ 1. What influenced your rating the most?
D Identity D Characters D Writing style D Ending D Personal connection NETFLIX Home TV Shows Movies Latest My List Browse by Langue
* Ad t t‘ O rlot ] theme [ Pacing [
D Friendship Netﬂ Ix up q lon L N SERIES )
xplain:

[ setrayal Instructional Handout
2. How do the characters’ act

g & B

Title

D Courage Netflix is calling - and they want you te bring
the story to life! - =

(1 Freedom vs. & Netflix Adaptation StudentSample & ¥ m &

Oppression ] ) - ; Ei B NHea aeds R slid fet Toole Exterisions Hel @ v - eshow - © Share -

In this immersive project, you'll step into the role 2. What was one part you especially liked or disliked? FRAECIL Vhew  SABERIN FOFHIEE S S ATRNGE SIooe, ICXINSIONS, FRa

D Justice of a preducer tasked with turning a novel or s A . . e

3. lIs there a message or lessor biort story e o b st . s You'll Q, Menus + [ » ¢ & @, Fit v BT N~ (B Background Layout Theme Transition
. this theme? short story info a hit streaming series. You
D Coming of Age analyze the plot, characters, themes, and

[ 1solation structure—then reimagine it all for the screen. -

O coyalty Step-by-Step Guide . Homa TV Shows
3, Did the story surprise you, challenge you, or make yc

4. Does this theme appear me
the story? From casting to episode breakdowns, each section below will guide you through the

SERIES

creative process.

o Netflix Thumbnail (Title Screen) T h e

This section is your prome poster—the visual hook for your audience. Introduce you

5. Which quotes or passages series with the following: _ ‘
= Series Title: The name of the show, just like a book or movie title. It's the first 4. Would you recommend this story to someone else? |
20 [ Saaun e

people see, and it should capture the theme, fone, or main idea of the story.

* Synopsis: A brief summary that gives an overview of the main plot of a story,

movie, or series. It highlights the key characters, setting, and central conflict—

without giving away the ancf!ng.

\ ! : = Genre Tags: These are short labels that describe the style, tone, and content

T story. They help readers or viewers quickly understand what kind of experience

expect—just like on Netflix when you see tags like "thriller," "romance,” or "sci-

* Other Netflix details: These are the small details that show when it came out, thi
age recommendation, how many seasons there are, and whether it's a series or a
movie. Example: "New 2025 | 16+ [ | Season | SERIES"

* Thumbnail: This is an image that shows what the series is about. It typically
features the main character, setting, or a dramatic scene to catch interest, and it

should match the tone and genre of the story.




