Mock Trial Assessment Outline

This resource has everything needed for a successtul mock trial, accommodating over 30
students with unique, ditterentiated roles
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Introduction to
Legal Trials

e Assign up to 32 student roles with
detailed descriptions and
customized role outlines to foster
critical thinking and participation

Process: Steps of a Trial

There are approximately seven steps to a trial:
1. Opening Statements
2. Witness Testimony
3. Cross-Examination

.......

4. Introduction of Evidence

5. Closing Statements
6. Jury Deliberation

7. Verdict

e Equip students with an objections
cheat sheet to prepare them for a
successtul mock trial experience

Each step requires research and preparation in order to conduct a successful trial.
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Teach key themes & characterization PURCHASE HERE

in any short story or novel!



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/mock-trial-assignment/?v=da984e42a589
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/mock-trial-assignment/?v=da984e42a589

See what others are saying...

Here's what teachers like you are loving about this Mock Trial Assignment!

Extremely Satisfied

| used this resource as a cumulative task for a play we studied, and my class could not stop talking about it.
They were completely engaged the entire time, and all of the students said the mock trial was the highlight
of the semester for them. | will absolutely use this assignment again!

- Samantha M.

Extremely Satisfied

This resource was very helpful for the culminating activity in our Serial podcast unit. Seniors completed a
mock trial, and the materials were helpful in preparing students and organizing their information in
advance of the trial itself.

- Alicia D.



Included with this resource:
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Legal Trial Slideshow Lesson

Various Mock Trial Role Descriptions for up to 30+
Students

Mock Trial Objections Cheat Sheet
Editable Mock Trial Judge Script
Editable Trial Time Table

Editable Role Outlines for Each Role

Editable Universal 4-Level Mock Trial Rubric

BONUS: News Report Outline for Media
Representative Roles

Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource
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Mock Trial: [Enter Trial Details Here]
Judge's Script

= Introduction;

"Good morning everyone, | am the judge presiding over the trial of [enter trial name
here]. Before we begin, let’s review the trial process.

To start, the prosecution will make their opening statement. The purpose of the
opening statement is to provide an overview of what the prosecution intends to prove
during the trial. The defense will then make their opening statement, which will
provide an overview of what the defense intends to prove during the trial.

Next, the prosecution will call witnesses to the stand. The defense will have the
opportunity to cross-examine these witnesses. The defense will then call witnesses to
the stand. The prosecution will have the opportunity to cross-examine these
witnesses.

Both sides will then present their evidence. Once all evidence has been presented,
both sides will have the opportunity to make their closing arguments. During closing
arguments, each side will summarize their case and attempt to persuade the jury to

find in their favor.

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®



Legal Trial Slideshow

This slideshow will guide students through important terminology and key tigures in the
courfroom

Key Figures Process: Steps of a Trial

There are approximately seven steps to a trial:

Plaintiff 1. Opening Statements

S T : 2. Witness Testimon
The plaintiff is a person or party who brings a 4

lawsuit. 3. Cross-Examination

. 4 4. Introduction of Evidence

Step One: Opening Statements Introduction to Legal Trials

To start the trial, the prosecution and For our next assignment, we will be conducting a mock trial in

defence attorneys make their opening order to explore the actions and motivations of characters within

statements to the jury, outlining their the story to determine if they are guilty of criminal negligence.

arguments and what they hope to prove.

This statement is not a discussion, and To do so, we must first understand how a courtroom operates

objections are not permitted at this time. and how a trial is conducted. This presentation will introduce

Your Honour, this is a case of mistaken

> identity ATEMEM -
QR ST ATEMENT important terms, processes, key figures, and other relevant

Watch an example here information to teach us how to lead our own trial.




Mock Trial Role Descriptions

ofters detailed role descriptions to ensure every student has clear
guidelines and responsibilities

This resource
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ROLE: PROSECUTOR

S You have been assigned the role of the prosecutor representing the plaintiff. It is your
ROLE= WITN ES team's responsibility to prepare and deliver an opening statement, questions for witness

testimonies and cross-examinations, and a closing statement using the outlines
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Mock Trial Objections Cheat Sheet

This sheet |
provides quick r
eference guidelines for prosecutors and d
s and defense att
orneys

Name: //‘ Date: //

OBJECTIONS IN COURT

v

Empower students to
respond confidently
and accurately during
the mock trial
proceedings!

® Conducting @ Mock Trial

In o legal irial, on objection is when one lowyer disagrees with something that the other
Jawyer is saying ©f doing. They might soY "ab;ecﬁon” to stop the trial and tell the judge why
they disagree. Objections are used to make sure that the trial i sair and that averyone

tollows the rules.

Ohbjections can be made for many different reasons. Here ore some common fypes of
objections made in court.

» Relevance objection: When the evidence presemed is not relevant o the case at

Relevaiz=—=

hand, the other side con object to it.

e

. Hearsay objection: When a witness testifies about something they heard from
another persan rather than their own personal knowledge, the other side con object on

the grounds of hearsay.

Leading _gl_:iection: When an atforney asks a guestion that suggests @ speci’iic answer

or leads the witness to a cerfain sonclusion, fhe other side can object on the grounds

of leading.

« Compound objection: Wwhen a question contains multiple parts or is sonfusing, the

other side can object on the grounds of being © compound question.

« Speculation objection: When a witness is asked to speculate of guess obout

yeculaiz ==

something, the other side con object on the grounds of speculation.

g_rgumeniu‘live objection: When an atforney osks o question that is argumentative of

designed to provoke an argument rather than eliciting testimony, the other side can

object on the grounds of being argumentative.

« Vague objection: When on ottomey makes @ generol objection without specifying the

grounds $or their objection; it is colled a vague objection. Vogue objections are

generally not allowed ond Mmay be overruled by the judge.
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Editable Mock Trial Role Outlines

These outlines offer clear instructions and key talking points tor each participant
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30+
Adaptable
Roles!

Mock Trial: [Enter Trial Details Here]
Court Artist Assignment

You have been assigned the role of the court artist.

As a court artist, your job is to capture the essence of the trial through your artwork.
Here are some ways you can prepare for your role:

* Review the case: Study the key issues of the case by re-reading the text and
any related classroom material. Know what each side is arguing and be
prepared to report on the case accurately,

# Prepare your materials: Make sure you have all the necessary materials, such
as paper, pencils, and erasers. You may also want to bring a clipboard to make it
easier 1o ‘;'-kE’lCh or write,

+ Be respectful: Treat all participants in the trial with respect, including the judge,
attomeys, witnesses, and jurors. Avoid interrupting or causing disruptions

s Pay attention: Listen to the trial proceedings carefully and make note of
important details, such as the appearance of witnesses, facial expressions of
participants, and key objects in the courtroom

® Sketch or write discreetly: Sketch or write discreetly and unobtrusively. Avoid
making noise or drawing attention to yourself. You may want to use a light touch
and avoid heavy shading. as this can be distracting.

e Stay focused: Keep focused on the trial proceedings and continue to sketch or
write throughout the trial. Be prepared to work quickly and capture the key




Includes Editable & Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubric

Modity this rubric to meet the unique needs of your classroom

Name: Grade (%)
4-Level Rubric: Mock Trial

Category Leveld Level 2 Level 3 Leveld
Participation and response Incorporates some important Successfully incorporates Skilfully incorporates information
requires more important information from the text information from the text from the text

Knowledge information from the text

Includes information andideas Includes information and ideas Expands on information and ideas
Includes information and ideas somewhat related to classroom introduced in classroom lessons introduced in classroom lessons
are unrelated to classroom lessons and discussions and discussions and discussions
lessons and discussions
See comments below See comments below
Approaching success with Selection, explanation, and Successful selection, explanation, | Selection, explanation, and
Inquiry selection, explanation, and organization of evidence are and organization of evidence arganization of evidence

organization of evidence somewhat successful significantly exceeds expectations

Limited development of a
persuasive argument

See comments below

Develops a persuasive argument
adequately

See comments below

Effectively develops a persuasive
argument

Skilfully develops a persuasive
argument

Communication

The grammar and mechanics
require revision

Listening skills are approaching
sSuccess

Volume, tone, and inflection
require improvement

See comments below

The grammar and mechanics
contain some lapses

Dremonstrates listening skills
with some success

Wolume, tone, and inflection are
adequate

See comments below

The grammar and mechanics are
excellent

Successfully demonstrates
listening skills

Volume, tone, and inflection are
effective

The grammar and mechanics are
flawless

Skilfully demonstrates listening
skills

Volume, tone, and inflection exceed
expectations

Approaching success with
preparation and pertrayal of

Preparation and portrayal of
mack trial role is somewhat

Preparation and portrayal of
mock trial role meet expectations

Preparation and portrayal of mock
trial role exceed expectations

Application mack trial role successiul
Excellent knowledge of the Exceptional knowledge of the
Knowledge of the process of a Some knowledge of the process | process of a legal trial process of 3 legal trial
legal trial requires reviewing of alegal trial
See comments below See comments below
Comments:

Editable 4-Level Rubric Mock Trial
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&-Level Rubric Mock Trial
Category Lewell Lewel2 Leweld Leveld
Participation and response Incorporates some important Successfully incorporates Skilfully incorporates information
requires more important information from the bext inlormation from the text from the text
Knowledge infarmation from the test
Includes information and ideas | Includes information and ideas Expands on information and ideas
Includes informatson and ideas somewhat related toclassroom | intreduced in classroom lessons introduced in class oom lessons
are unrelated to classroom lestont and discidtion and discustions and discutsions
lessons and discussions
See comments below See comments below
Approaching sucoess with Selection, explanation, and Successiul selection, explanation Selection, explanation, and
Inguiry selection, explanation, snd organization of evidence are and organization of evidence organization of evidence
organization of evidence somewhat successtul significantly exceeds expectations
Effectively develops 3 persuasive
Limited development of a Develops a persuasive argument | argument Shilfully develops 3 persuasive
persuasive argument adequately argument
See comiments below See comments below
The grammar and mechanics The grammar and mechankcs The grammar and mechanies are | The grammar and mechanics are
reqUIre revision contain some lapses encellent fawless
Listening skifls are approaching | Demonstrates liatening skills Succesifully demanitrates Skiltully demaonstrates lstening
Communication | success with some success listening skills skills
Volume, tone, and inflection Volume, tone, and inflection are | Velume, tone. and inflection are Volume, tone, and inflection exceed
PR T OwermenL adequate effective expectations
Sen comments below Ser comments below
Approaching success with Preparation and portrayal of Preparation and portrayal of Preparation and por trayal of mock
preparation and portrayal of mock trial role i tomewhat mock trial role meet expectations | trial robe eceed expectations
Application maock trial role successiul
Excellent kncwdedge of the Exceplional knowledge of Lhe
Knowledge of Lhe process of a Some knowledge of the process | process of a legal trial process of a legal trial
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