The Case of the Lost Manuscript

This activity engages students to analyze clues, evaluate evidence, and draw conclusions
to solve the mystery at hand
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e Engage students in critical thinking and
problem-solving through a captivating
mystery that promotes essential
inferencing skills.
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e Foster group collaboration as students
work together to analyze clues and
develop theories about the case.
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WELCOME,
DETECTIVES!

Today, you are about to embark
on a thrilling investigation: The
Case of the Lost Manuscript.

e Encourage creativity by having students
create and present their tindings,
enhancing their communication and
presentation skills.

Your mission: Uncover the truth
behind the disappearance of a
valuable literary treasure, and
bring the culprit to justice!

INITIAL SUSPECTS
AND CLUES

Engage students in making PURCHASE HERE

inferences and solving the mystery



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/making-inferences-mystery-game/
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/making-inferences-mystery-game/

See what others are saying...

Here's what teachers like you are loving about this Manuscript Mystery Game!

Extremely Satisfied

Very easy to use. My students found it engaging and were talking about it days after we completed it. It
provided a lot of good reference points for future topics and discussions.

- Michael C.

Extremely Satisfied

The students loved this activity! It was so engaging, and they stayed focused the entire time. Thank you!

- Kelly M.

Extremely Satisfied

Thank you so much! | was able to use this resource with my SAl 11th grade English students. We all
enjoyed it and | will absolutely use it again!

- Tonya R.



Included with this resource:

QEQEQEQEQEQEQEQRQ

Investigation Briefing Overview Slideshow
Investigation Briefing Informational Handout
Investigation Clue Cards

Clue-Laden Evidence Documents

Detailed Suspect Profiles

Plot Development Worksheets

Final Presentation Assignment Template
Editable and Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubric

Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource

» Plot Development Worksheet
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Includes Case Overview Slideshow

This slideshow introduces “The Case of the Lost Manuscript” to explore the background
information, initial clues, and suspects teatured in the mystery case
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Evaluate Case Documents to Solve the Mystery

Students will analyze Clue Cards, Suspect Profiles, and Evidence Documents

1

Document 2: Handwritten Note

Broken Picture Frame

A shattered picture frame lying on the floori| Note:
the study window. The photograph inside dej

Found Hidden Beneath Professor Huxley's Desk

“To the esteemed Professor Huxley, | urge you to reconsider the path you are treading. The secrets you

Professor HUX,G‘)/ receiving a PreSﬁQ!"OUS litQl | seek to uncover may prove more dangerous than you realize. Beware those who would seek to silence your

0.l

Dr. Aisha Khan

Background: Dr. Aisha Khan is a renowned author in her own right, known for

her provocative literary works and sharp wit. She and Professor Huxley have a
long-standing rivalry, stemming from their competing ideologies and differing
approaches to writing.

Potential Motive: Dr. Khan harbors jealousy and resentment towards Professor
Huxley, viewing him as a rival for literary acclaim. She may have stolen the
manuscript in an attempt to sabotage his success and elevate her own

reputation.

PP HnaJ A‘J*l’“ﬂll;ﬂ‘n Ve e ':“L* C:HHAJ a Concerned Frjend' "

Challenge students’ critical
thinking, inferencing, and
problem-solving skills!




Guided Worksheets and Assessment Materials

Guide students in tracking evidence and communicating their conclusions in their
presentations
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Modity this rubric to

Includes Editable 4-Level Rubric

Mame: Grade (%)
The Manuscript Mystery: 4-Level Rubric
Lategory Leve| 1(0-49%) Level 2 (5009:-64%) Level 3(65% - 79%) Level4(80% - 100%)
Demonstrates a limited Demonstrates some Demonstrates a satisfactory Demonstrates an exceptional level
understanding of the suspects understanding of the suspects understanding of the suspects of understanding of the suspects
and case and case and draws reasonable and case and draws logical and case and draws insightful
conclusions supported by some conclusions supported by conclusions supported by strong
Approaching success with evidence evidence evidence
Knowledge identifying and analyzing clues
Identifies some relevant clues Identifies most relevant cluesand | Identifies all relevant clues and
Conclusions are not supported | and analyzes them with some analyzes them sufficiently analyzes them thoroughly
by evidence success
See comments below See comments below
Provides limited evidence to Provides some evidence to Provides sufficient evidence to Frovides compelling evidence to
support the hypothesis support the hypothesis support the hypothesis support the hypothesis
Inquiry Demonstrates limited curiosity | Demonstrates some curiosity Demonstrates curiosity and Demonstrates exceptional curiosity
orcritical thinking and critical thinking critical thinking and explores and critical thinking and explores
several different possibilities multiple, complex possibilities
See comments below See comments below
Approaching success with Communicates findings and Communicates findings and Cemmunicates findings and
communicating findings reasoning somewhat clearly reasoning clearly and coherently. | reasoning with exceptional clarity
Does not speak clearly or at an Speaks clearly and at an Speaksclearlyandata Speaks clearly and at an
Communication | appropriate pace: does not appropriate pace, but not both; reasonable pace while appropriate pace while maintaining
make eye contact with the maintains some eye contact with | maintaining sufficient eyecontact | eye contact with the audience
audience the audience with the audience
See comments below See comments below
Applieslimited inferencing skills | Applies some inferencing skills Applies satisfactory inferencing | Applies exceptional inferencing
tothe investigation to the investigation skills to the investigation skills to the investigation
Application
See comments below See comments below
Comments:

meet the unique needs of your classroom
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The Manuscript Mystery: 4-Level Rubric

Grade (%)

Level 1(0-49%)

Level 2 (50%-643%)

Level 3(65% - 79%)

Level 4 (B0% - 100%]

Knowledge

Demonstrates a limited
undesstanding of the suspects
and case

Approaching success with
identifying and analyzing clues

Conclusions are not supported
by evidence

Se# commants below

Demonstrates some

understanding of the suspects
and case and draws reasonable
conclusions supported by some
evidence

dhentifies some refey
and analyzes themw
SUCCRSS

ang Clues
n some

See commants balow

Demonstrates asatlsfactory
understanding of the suspects
and case and draws logical
conclusions supported by
evidence

Igentifies most relevant clues and
analyzes them sufficiently

Demaonsirates an exceptional level
of understanding of the suspects
and case and draws insightful
conclusions supported by strong
evidence

Identifies all relevant clues and
analyzes them thoroughly

Provides limited evidence to
support the hypothesis

Demonstrates Imited curfosity
or critical thinking

See comments below

Provides some evidence to
support the hypothesis

Demonstrates some cutiosity
and critical thinking

See comments below

Provides sufficlent evidence to
support the hypothesis

Demonstrates curlosity and
critical thinking and explorey
several different possibliities

Provides compeliing evidence to
support the hypothesis

Demonstrates exceptional cul
and critical thinking and explores
multiple, complex possibllities

Communication

Approaching success with
communicating findings

Does not speak diearty or at an
appropriate pace: does not
make &ve contact with the
audience

Ses comments below ‘

Communicates findings and
reasoning somawhat clearty

Speaks clearfy and at an
appropriate pace, but not both
maintalns some gye contact with
the audience

See comments below

Communicates findings and
reasoning ciearly and coherenthy:

Speaks dearfy and at 2
reasonable pace while
malntaining sufhclent eye contact
with the audience

Communicates findings snd
reasoning with exceptional clarity

Jpeaks clearty and at an
appropriate pace e maintaining
eye contact with the audlence

Applies limited inferencing skills
to the Investigation

Applies some inferencing skills
to the investigation

.ippllgs satisfactory inferencing
skills to the Investigation

Apolies exeptional Inferencing
skflis to the investigation
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