True Crime Analysis Activity

Students will learn about tive spooky nontiction tales and write an argumentative
paragraph examining common themes in crime and revenge
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True Crime Analysis Activity

These true crime cases provide a rich foundation for comparing motives,
outcomes, and moral complexity with “The Cask of Amontillado.”
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TRUE CRIMES AND HAUNTING HISTORIES
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True Crimes & Haunting Histories
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MARTY AND THE SHRINK

Marty Markewitz was a wealthy man, but in 1981,
he faced a challenging period in his life. He had
lost both of his parents within a 4-manth span,
ond his fiancée had also broken off their
engagement, To tap it off, he inherited the
responsibility of managing his parents' large
textile company. It was during this time that he
bacame a patient of Dr. Herschkopf, a charming
young therapist with an impressive roster of

celebrity clientele.

Marty and Dr. Herschkopf began to see each

other three times a week for therapy sessions,
During these sessions, Dr. Herschkopf canvinced Marty that his family was to blame for all of

his prablems, and encouraged him to distance himself from his remaining family members.

Over the next three decades, Dr. Herschkopf obused the patient-doctor relationship and
coarced Marty into firing his sister from the family business, rearganizing his will, and paying
him large sums of money for treatment. Dr. Herschkopf convinced Marty to turn away from
his awn family and accept Herschkopf's family as his new kin, This is kely how he maonaged

to convinee Marty to allow him to move info his lavish Hamptons mansion.

Dr. Herschkopf slowly tried o acquire everything Marty owned - even his home. He would
host extravagant parties and lead his guests to believe it was his own mansion. While he
cocked them food and cleaned up after them, many of Dr. Herschkopf's guests assumed
Marty was the household helper.

In 2010, Marty was admitted to the hospital for an operation; when Dr. Herschkopf did not
bother to pay him a visit, Marty began to question the merit of their friendship. It was at this
peint, nenrir 50 years later, that Marty reconnected with his eslronged sister and began to

reclaim his life.
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"I HAVE A BRIDGE TO SELL YOU!"

jorge C. Parker established

ing conman in New York City,
me as the "Gelden Door” to
imerico. Parker targeted
: ng in New York, new to the
earch of a better life, these

g perfect candidates for his

#he owned the Brooklyn Bridge and

migrants o work as employees in

would eventually gain the trust of
bring them to the bridge, which
that said "For Sale.” When his new employees would ask about the sign,

dvertise the sale of the bridge os an opportunity to make o fortune.

ictims fo believe that they could charge access to the bridge by acquiring it
& price. Parker would negotiate to “sall” the brldge for whatever price his
fford; this ranged from a couple hundred to tens of thausands of dollars.

pos made, the new "owners” of the Brooklyn Bridge would try fo set up their

llect payment from cars crassing the bridge. Any hopes of an eosy fortune
ushed by the police, who would stop their efforts and inform them of their

8iidge was not Parker's only cloim of ownership. Parker also "sold" Madison

J , the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Statue of Liberty. Parker wos

sted for fraud in 1908, but managed to escape his trial by stealing a sheriff's
jacket ond hat and casually walking eut of the building. Unfortunately, Parker continued to
run inte trouble with the law; in 1928, he wos fiqulhf sentenced to life in prison after his
faurth felony invelving o fraudulent check fer $150.
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Edgar Allan Poe, “The Cask of Amontillado”
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DEATH BY IMMUREMENT

scribes the process of burying

or trapping them in an enclosed
die of starvation or asphyxiation.
5 been used as a torture

it u|fip|e civiJizqﬁQna; in some
ment has even been utilized to

Werifices to their gods.

;Budl:fhisf manks w!um{:riky
purernent as a part of a religious

fprociice invalves self-

Wwith the goal to transcend the
of meditative trance called nyujo.
ditative state is thought fo empower the monk to return to the Earth realm

healing of humanity. This state establishes the monk as o sokushinbufsu.

grve the body, the monks would go through a process called mokujikigyo. This
:n eating a very limited diet of nuts, seeds, roots, bark, and tea in order to
. After a thousand days of starvation, the monk would fast on water until he

buried alive.

gss would place the monk ten feet underground with nothing but a bambos
he maonk breathe. The monk would ring o bell te signify that he was still alive.
ina deep state of meditation until he died. At this peint, the bamboo

joved and the mank was pruper|y buried.

lared a sokushinbutsy, the monk's bedy would have to remain mummified.
If the mank did nat shew signs of decay after 1000 days, he was desmed a sokushinbutsu

and enshrined. In 1879, the Japanese government declared assisted suicide illegal.




Explore Five True Crime Reading Passages

Explore “The C

These nonfiction
passages have a
Lexile level range
of 950L-1250L,
making them perfect
for older students!
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DEATHBY IMMUREMENT

Immurement has been used as a torture
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THE CROOKED QUEEN OF CRYPTO

In 2014, Ruja Ignatova founded CneCain, a
eryptocurrency that had investars believing it was
the next big thing. Unfortunately for these
investors, OneCain became known as one of the

largest scams in all of history.

Ruja Ignatova is o groduote of the University of
Oxford and eamed her Ph.D from the University
of Constance. She was o charismatic and
promising business person, boasting work

expernence with reputable institutions and front-

page features on magazines like Forbes.

In the beginning, CneCain paid profitable returns to investors and shared impressive market
reports. In reality, the business was actually o Ponzi scheme - a torm of fraud in which
investors prefit from money coming into the business from new investors as opposed to the
earnings of the business itself. While OneCoin was being marketed as one of the largest,
mast powerful eryptocurrencies and promising to revolutionize global finance, it was

simultanecusly worth less than a penny.

There were a number of contributing factors fo the success of thiz seam, First off, OneCoin
was a closed system. This meant that the company had control aver the value of exchange
within the CneCoin platform. In addition, the company also attempted to control OneCain's
public imoge by banning negative members and refusing fo answer any quesfions that

seemed to threaten the cryptocurrency’s reputation.

Central banks and finoncial institutions begon fo question the validity of OneCasin; in 2017,
shartly after widespread seruting, Rujo disappeared. Her brother was arrested and convicted
in 2019, admitting to fraud, He claims to not know the whereabouts of Ruja. To date,

OneCain has ecammed investors of several billions of dallars in investments,
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THE LOVER IN THE ATTIC

Korschel) was bomn in 1880
In Wisconsin, When she

Bgon warlﬂng at o textile
setory where she met her
Iner of the textile factory,

ikigyo. This 1 Dolly tumed 17, she

dor to I helping him with the
t until he

airs of a different type
bamboo
employees, Oto

ig machine had stopped
Otto to the house fora
beginning of their romantic relationship. While Fred was busy working
luld invite Otte over to their home. She become concemed about the
o entering and leaving the house, so she suggested that Otto move

meed.

in aspiring writer. Dolly would bring Otto food and baoks while he
“While Fred was ot work, he would come down from the atfic to

Fhis went on for five years, until Fred proposed they move to Los

ferned about the mysterious sounds he was hearing in the house.

Diofly ensured that the new house hod an attic and moved Otto in befere they arrived.
Consequentially, Fred continued to heor noises; this coused strain in their relationship. One
day, o fight betwean Dolly and Fred escalated to the point where Otto intervenad and shot
Fred in the chest, Te establish her alibi and frame a rebber, he locked Dally in o closet,

Strangely, even ofter eliminating Fred and covering their crimes, Otto continued to live in
Dolly's attic. Dally even found a new husband - @ successful businessman named Hermann,

whe eventually discovered Otte and turned Dally in to the police,
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Practice Writing an Argumentative Paragraph

Name: Date:
[

common themes in this unit

ARGUMENTATIVE PARAGRAPH

Edgar Allan Poe, “The Cask of Amontillado”

Instructions:

For this assignment, you will be usin
Amontillace”

g information from “The Cask of
and from the cases featured in our

“True Crimes and Haunting Histories”
activity to develop an argument,

Your argumentative paragraph must answer the following prompt:

“Consider the common traits shared by eriminals and

extremists, What might drive a person to turn fo crime or

radiealism and cause harm to others 7"

Be sure to include the following in your paragraph:

Qa clear, precise thesis statement that relates to the prompt

0 Atleast three supporting points that
Q Relevant information from

0 Textual evidence from

relate to the thesis statement
"The Cask of Amontillade”

“The Cask of Amontillado,” including paraphrasing and

direct quotations

perin-text citations ond references for textual evidence

tinformation from our classroom lessons and discussions

INCLUDES
EDITABLE
RUBRIC!

qassessment expectations, review the 4-level rubric provided,
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See what others are saying...

Here's what teachers like you are loving about this True Crime Analysis Activity!

Extremely Satisfied

| love teaching “The Cask of Amontillado,” and this is an AWESOME extension! | absolutely cannot wait to
use it with my students. They are going to love it. Thank you so much!

- Tara B.

Extremely Satisfied

Very helpful extension of the text! My students practiced transferring skills and identifying main ideas.

- Elizabeth W.

Extremely Satisfied

This was a clever segue from “The Cask of Amontillado” and into its real-world connections.

- Natasha W.



