
Compare common themes in
nonfiction and classic literature!

PURCHASE HERE

True Crime Analysis Activity
Students will learn about five spooky nonfiction tales and write an argumentative

paragraph examining common themes in crime and revenge

Engage students with five eerie
nonfiction articles that provide real-
world connections to Poe’s themes of
crime, justice, and revenge.

Encourage critical thinking and
thematic analysis through discussion
questions that compare fictional
motives with haunting real-life cases.

Guide writers in developing strong
arguments using a structured
paragraph assignment, mentor text
example, and ready-to-use rubric.

https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/true-crimes-activity-for-analysis
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/true-crimes-activity-for-analysis


Included with this resource:

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®

5 True Crime Nonfiction Articles
Explore real-life stories of fraud, coercion,
mystery, and immurement!
Lexile levels range between 950L - 1250L

Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource

Argumentative Paragraph 4-Level Rubric

Mentor Text: Student Example Argumentative
Paragraph

Article Discussion Questions 

Argumentative Paragraph Assignment Outline 

Editable 4-Level Rubric



PREVIEW
These true crime cases provide a rich foundation for comparing motives,

outcomes, and moral complexity with “The Cask of Amontillado.”

True Crime Analysis Activity



Explore “The Crooked Queen of Crypto,” “The Lover in the Attic,” “Marty
and the Shrink,” and more!

Explore Five True Crime Reading Passages

These nonfiction
passages have a

Lexile level range
of 950L-1250L,

making them perfect
for older students!

PREVIEW



Students will respond to the argumentative prompt provided to consider
common themes in this unit

Practice Writing an Argumentative Paragraph

PREVIEWINCLUDES
EDITABLE
RUBRIC!



Here’s what teachers like you are loving about this True Crime Analysis Activity!

See what others are saying...

– Tara B.

Extremely Satisfied

I love teaching “The Cask of Amontillado,” and this is an AWESOME extension! I absolutely cannot wait to
use it with my students. They are going to love it. Thank you so much!

– Elizabeth W.

Extremely Satisfied

Very helpful extension of the text! My students practiced transferring skills and identifying main ideas.

– Natasha W.

Extremely Satisfied

This was a clever segue from “The Cask of Amontillado” and into its real-world connections. 


