True Crime Riddle Activities

Students will read tive nontiction articles and decode word-based riddles linked to each story!
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True Crimes & Haunting Histortes

e Strengthen students’ inference skills
by pairing five engaging true crime
nonfiction passages with clue-based
riddles for practice.
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e Promote close reading and text
evidence gathering as learners decode
riddle-style questions directly tied to
each story.
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ISPY A TRUE CRIME

Marty and the Shrink

e Save planning time with ready-to-use
resources including detailed answer
keys and clear teacher instructions for
classroom implementation.

Practice inference and decode PURCHASE HERE

word puzzles!



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/true-crime-riddle-activities
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/true-crime-riddle-activities

Included with this resource:

@ 5 True Crime Nonfiction Articles

e Explore real stories about “The Crooked Queen of
Crypto,” “The Lover in the Attic,” “Death by Immurement,”
and more!

* Lexile levels range between 950L - 1250L

@ “I Spy a True Crime" Riddle Worksheets

e Includes 10 word puzzles per article

e Strengthens analytical reading, supports text-based
evidence gathering, and encourages students to think
like detectives by using indirect clues to draw direct

conclusions

(J) Detailed Answer Keys

(J) Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource
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ISPY A TRUE CRIME

Marty and the Shrink

Instructions: Read each riddle on the corresponding worksheet, then find the object it describe
-Spy box. Write the number of the riddle in the objeci’s box, then lfind a quote or defail from The

that supports your answer
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Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®
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Explore “The Crooked Queen of Crypto,” “The Lover in the Attic,” “Mar

Explore Five True Crime Reading Passages

Name:

and more!
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Name:
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These nonfiction
passages have a
Lexile level range
of 950L-1250L,
making them
perfect for older

students!
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r | In the 1880s, Gearge C. Porkar established
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MARTY AND THE SHRINK

Marty Markowitz was @ wealthy man, but in 1281,

he foced a challenging period in his life. He had

last both of his parents within @ &-month span,

and his fioneée hod also broken off thelr

engagement. To top it off, he inherited the

responsibility of maraging his parents’ large

teutile compony. It was during this time that he

became o potient of Dr. Herschkopf, @ chorming

young therapist with on impressive roster of

celebrity clientele.

Marty and D Harschkopf began to 56 each

ather three times week for theropy sessions.

During these sessions, Dr. Herschkopf convinced Marty that his family was fo blame forall of

hig problems, and encouraged him te distance hirnself from his remaining family members.

Ower the next three decades, Dr. Herschkopf abused the patient-doctor relationship and

coprced Marly into firing his sister from the fomily business, reorgonizing his will, ond paying

him large sums of money for treatment. Dr. Herschkepf comanced Marty o turn away from

his own family and accep! Herschkopt's family as his new \in. This is likely how be managed

to convinge Marty 1@ allovs him o move infe his lavish Hamgptons mansion.

Dr. Herschkopf slowly sred to acquire everything Aharty owned - even his hame. He would

host extravagant panties and lead his guests 1o believe it was his own mansian. While he

cooked them food and cleonad up after them, mary of Dr. Herschkopf's guests assumed

Marty was the heusehold helper.

|n 2010, Marty was admitted to the hosgital for an operation; when Dr. Herschkepf did net

bother ta pay him a visit, Marty began to question the maerit of their friendship. It was at this

paint, neorly 50 years loter, that Marty reconnacted with his estranged sister and began o

recloim his bie.

man in New York City,
"Golden Door” to
Parker targeted
e York: new to the
f o batter life, these

t candidates for his

d the Brooklyn Bridge and
Yo work as employees in
pntuclly gain the frust of
m to the bridge, which

§"For Sole.” When his new employees would osk obow

he sole of the bridge as an apportunity o make o forl

believe that they could charge occess to the bridge!
Sarker would negotiate to “sall’ the bridge for whate

ranged from a couple hundred to tens of thousand

s the new "owners” of the Brooklyn Bridge would 18
ent from cars crossing the bridge. Any hopes of
fhe police, who would sfop their efforts and infam

#ot Porker's anly claim of ownership. Parker alsa
fpolitan Museum of Art, and the Statue of Liber
Sud in 1908, but monaged to escape his trial by

illy wolking out of the building. Unfortunately, B
aw: in 1928, he was finally sentenced fo life in
toudulent check for $150.

Date:

y and the Shrink,”

True Crimes & Haunting Histories

T :
rue Crimes & Haunting Histories

Pl Proes,
Al hidotitisrg

—_—

T

H
E CROOKED QUEEN OF CRYpP

In 2014 j
, Ruja lanatova founded Chne
o : wlloin, g
: Procurrency that had investors belis g It wa
& naxt fort . w: :
xt big thing. Unfa, unately for thes | '
¥

TO

investars, C
" . OneCoin became known as on,
gest scams in alf of history e

Ruja Ignatova is o groduota of

Oxford and eamed her Ph. f the Ubvecaty of

iy Sha N om the University
. Was @ charfsmaf
= matic
e and

Promising business person, baass
e . ing work
e with reputable institutions and §,

o ¥ rant

ures on magazines like Forbes.

In the begi
e gianing, OneCoin paid profitabl

Ports. In reality, the business inin
investars prof .

There
e w}ere a number of contributing fq
t4- 5 ; .
iy choded system. This meant that
in 4
e CneCoin platform, n additi

tors fo the
i £
uccess of this seam, First off OneC
it off, OneCoin
publ

the com

company

‘ e Pany had control over the value of

¢ Image by banning negaf » 1he company alse attempted PR
s gative members and refusing -

iy @ control OneCain's
® Cryptocumency's reputat
o,

o answer
any questians that

Central ba
nks and fingnei
. ncial inatitug
shortly after v stitutions bagan t .
¥ after widespread 5 ) 9N to question the volidity of OneCe;

disuppeared, H " oin; in 2017,

d. He cl . Her Brothar G

ar

CneCain has ——7 ms ta nat knaw the whereq

nvestors of severn angs of s in investments,
f 5o I billans dolley
i
S

T

THE LOVER IN THE ATTIC

was born in 1880

n. When she
ting at o textile

Bre she met her

DT 1050 F1neay

textile foctory,
hed 17, she

him with the

different type
& Otio

#8 had stopped
fhe house for o

of '3 tic arigh Fr
g of their romantic alationg ip. While
¥ g i QT ‘
Otte over fe their home. She beca e
+ -]

fing and leaving the house, so she sugges

!gdwri?er. Dally would bring Oto foed and
::m ::rsf::awo tk, he would come dawn frop
FE years, until Fred proposed they

ut the mysterious sounds he was hearing

se h
ad an attic and meved Ote in before 1h

d 1o hear no ses; this caused strain in their rg
Fred escoloted to the point where Otto infag

her alibi and frame o robber, he locked Dolly |
¥

Fred and covering their crimes Otte conting
] v

1 new husheand -
| band - a successiul businessman nan
and turned Dolly in to the palice,

HE LOVER IN THE ATTIC

Date: _____————

True Crimes & Haunting Histories

DEATH BY IMMUREMENT

Immurement describes the process of burying
sameane alive, of trapping them in an enclesed
space until they die of starvation of asphyxiation.
|mmurement has been used as o torture
mechanism by multiple civilizations; in some
cultures, immurement hos even been utilized to

offer human sacrifices to their gods.

In Japan, same Buddhist monks yeluntanly
experignce immurement os a part of a religious

practice. This practice involves self-

mummification with the goal to transcend the
body to o state of meditative trance called nyufo.
Entering this meditative state i& thought to empower the monk to return fo the Earth realm

and aid in the healing of humanity. This state establishes the mank as & sokushinbutsu,

In order to presarve the body, the manks would go through o process called mekujikigyo. This
process invalved eating @ very limited diet of nuts, seeds, roots, bark, and tea in erder to
starve the body. After a thousand days of staration, the monk would fast on water until he

was ready 1o be buried alive.

The burial process would place the monk fen feet underground with rothing but o bambeo
airway 1o help the menk breathe. The monk would ring a bell to signify that he was still alive.
He would remoin in o deep state of meditation until he died. At 1his point, the bamboo

airway was reraved and the monk wos properly buried,

In order 1o be declared o sakushinbutsy, the monk's body would have to remain mummified.
1§ the monk did not show signs of decay after 1000 days, he was desred a sokushinbutsu

and enshrinad. In 1879, the Jopanese government declared assisted suicide illegal.




Includes 10 Riddles Per Article

To solve each riddle, students must use inference skills and locate supporting text evidence
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