“The Cask of Amontillado” Literary Analysis Activity

Students will explore the role of mood in this classic short story
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Explore how the author establishes

mood using this literary analysis activity!

e Differentiate between setting and
mood using informational handouts that
detfine key terms and clarity common
student misconceptions.

o Strengthen literary analysis skills
with a graphic organizer guiding
students through close reading of
quotations from the story.

* Expand descriptive vocabulary by
applying thirty mood-related adjectives
to analyze Poe's atmospheric writing in
a classic short story.
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Explore 11 Quotations from “The Cask of Amontillado”

Students will analyze the author's use of mood in the short story and locate evidence to
further examine this literary device
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ANALYSIS

Setting, imagery, diction How does this quotation contribute to the
attit mood?
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"The niter!' | soid; 'see, it increases. It hangs
like moss upon the vaults. We are below the
rivers bed. The drops of moisture trickle
among the bones. Come, we will go back
ere it is too late. Your cough ="

Name: Date:

"Once more | implore you to return, No?
Then | must positively leave you. But | will

first render you oll the little attentions in my
power."
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"For a brief moment | hesitated - |
trembled. Unsheathing my rapier, | began
to grope with it about the recess; but the
thought of an instant reassured me. |
placed my hand upen the solid fabric of
the catacombs, and felt satisfied.”

Instructions: Fill out the following chart by analyzing the quotations for their effect on mood. if you're unsure, you can locate the quotation
within the story to gain more of an understanding of the context. Then, search for and note additional quotations that establish mood in
"The Cask of Amontillado." Explain your reasoning by filling out the corresponding sections of the chart for these quotations.
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"A wrong is unredressed when retribution
overtakes its redresser. It is equally
unredressed when the avenger fails to
make himselt felt as such to him who has

Subject matter

The narrator is using firm diction to
communicate his deep desires for revenge.
His attitude seems strong-willed. This
establishes a tense and foreboding mood.

together on the damp ground of the
catacombs.”

done the wrong." Attitude
" p.clssad down a .Iong ldnd winding ] The setting depicts underground
s tellinonsialll BT cotacombs. These descrpiion evole a
. sense of darkness and dampness,
the et of the descent, and sioad Imagery contributing to a frightening and chilling

maod.

"Putting on a mask of black silk, and
drawing a roquelaire closely around my
person, | suffered him to hurry me to my
palazzo.”




Includes Mood Informational Handout

Ditterentiate setting and mood to make these literary concepts easier for students to grasp
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Commonly used adjectives to describe mood:
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See what others are saying...

Here's what teachers like you are loving about this Literary Analysis Activity!

Extremely Satisfied

My students loved this. They were struggling with mood and setting connections. This
helped tremendously.

- Sherri M.

Extremely Satisfied

This was very helpful to explain the difference between setting and mood, not only for this
story but for others.

- Amanda H.



