Halloween Character Costume Design

Students will design a costume based on traits, motivations, and other

aspects of characterization
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Challenge students to design a
costume for any literary character!

Engage students in a creative
character analysis project by
designing costumes that reflect
personality, traits, and motivations

Strengthen close reading skills
with a planning sheet that requires
students to connect design choices
to textual evidence

Simplify grading and feedback
using an editable, ready-to-print
rubric with clear success criteria
aligned to curriculum expectations
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Explore characterization with this
Halloween-themed activity

Strengthen close reading and examine symbols, character traits, and motivations
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Halloween Character

Name:
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Instructions: Use this sheet to create o Halloween costume design that symbolically t
character from @ novel or short story you've read. This isn't just o costume, it's a visual

your character's personality, journey, and traits.

Character Name:

o COSTUME SKETCH BOX

Use the box below to draw your character's Halloween costume. You may use peai

Title of the Story:

pencils, markers, or crayons. Focus on symbolic details that reflect your character

experiences, and important traits from the story.

s

* Wiite a short Character Overview paragraph explaining your character’s rolal
story, important traite, and whether or how they ehange.

* ldentify the Key Character Traits and Textual Evidence that shows in the si
For aach frait, previde a direct quote fram the story that proves er supports ity

* Wiite o Costume Symbolism Rationale paragraph explaining hew your cosh
design reflects the character's personality, backstary, and important details fg

the text. Use at least one quote from the story fo support your explanation.

@) Character Costume Design Sheet

Use this sheet to create your costume design. This is where you bring your charaet
life through a Halloween costume that represents their identity, traits, and journey
stary. Your drawing should be symbalic, not just based on appearance, but on whi

character is deep down.

= Sketch your costume design in the drawing box previded. You may use pan
pen, colored pencils, markers, or crayons. Focus on meaningful details, not pe

art.

Write at least 3-5 costume elements and explain what each one representsy

your character's traits, emotions, or experiences.

List the colors and materials used in your design, and explain what those che
symbolize (for example, black may symbolize mystery or death, while fire-cole

accents might show anger or transformation).

Due Date for Writing Analysis Worksheet:

Due Date for Character Costume Design Sheet:

Name: Date:

Character Analysis Instructional Handout

In thiz creative Halloween literature project, you will explore a re
fictional character from a novel or short story and design a

Halloween costume that symbolically represents whe they are. The

costume will serve as both a visual and written interpretation of

the character's traits, motivations, conflicts, and role in the story.

This project will help you strengthen your literary analysis, use
textual evidence effectively, and apply symbelic thinking in a

creative way.

Assignment Instructions =

o Complete the Writing Analysis Worksheet first. Think deeply about youre

motivations, behavior, and development.

o Use your analysis to guide your costume design. Every piece of the costup

reflect something meaningful about the character.

o Review both your writing and your design. Make sure your ideas are clearly
and supported with evidence.

Worksheets You Will Use

@ Writing Analysis Worksheet

Use this worksheet to examine your character in depth, This is where you wil
your character before you begin designing. You'll think carefully about whe

what motivates them, and how they interact with others in the story.

Halloween Costume Design

Name:

COSTUME DESIGN SHEET

Halloween Character

(2> SYMBOLIC ELEMENTS & MEANINGS

Write ond exploin the important parts of your costume design thot represent your character's traits,
experiences, or emofions, For each element, briefly describe what it is and what it symbolizes based

on the story,




Analyze Text Evidence and Interpret Symbols

Students will use the scatfolding worksheets provided to connect design choices to
text evidence
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STUDENT SAMPLE

4

WRITING ANALYSIS WORKSHEET

Halloween Character Costume Design

o COSTUME SYMBOLISM RATIONALE

In a short paragraph, explain how your costume design reflects the character's traits, development,

or conflicts, Include ot least one piece of textual evidence in your explanation,
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Includes Student Examples

Use these student examples as mentor texts to outline expectations

STUDENT SAMPLE
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WRITING ANALYSIS WORKSHEET

Halloween Character Costume Design

Instructions: Use this sheet to organize your analysis of the character and explain how your costume

design reflects wha they are. Each section will help you connect stary details to your creative choices,

Titlo of the Story: " Legend of ¢

UME DESIGN SHEET

Halloween Character

reate a Holloween costume design that symbolically represents a
Hery you've read. This isn't just @ cestume, it's o visual inferpretation of
pey, and traits.

! Title of the Story: omes and Julsl

four character's Halloween costume, You may use pencil, pen, colored
Focus on symbalic details that reflect your character’s personality,

traits from the story.

>

sur character, explains their role in the story, ond describes
ftetivations. Focus on what makes this character unique and

fout the story.
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Character Name: Julet Capule!
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Halloween Character

EMENTS & MEANINGS

Ftant parts of your costume design that represent your choracter's traits,

for each element, briefly describe what it is and what it symbolizes based

Description f Symbolism

WRITING ANALYSIS WORKSHEET

Halloween Character Costume Design

Instructions: Use this sheet to crganize your analysis of the character and explain how your costume

design reflects who they are. Each section will help you connest story details to your creative choices,

Titlo of the Story: _Homes and

>

It character, explains their role in the story, and deseribes

Hivations. Facus on what makes this choracter unique and

But the story.

"UME DESIGN SHEET

Halloween Character

ereate a Holloween costume design that symbolically represents a
stary you've read. This isn't just o costume, it's o visual inferpretation of

ey, and traits.

Eicreaman Title of the Story: 2

fyour character’s Holloween costume, You may use pencil, pen, colored
& Focus on symbalic details that reflect your character's personality,

t traits from the story.
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Includes Editable & Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubric

Modity this rubric to meet the unique needs of your classroom
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Name: Grade(™) ____
Category Level 110-49%) Level 2 (50-64%) Lovel 3(65-79%) Level 4 [BO- 100%)
Shows limited understanding of | Shows some understanding of Demonstrates satisfactory Demonstrates escepthonal
the chiaractir or text the character and story understanding of the character understanding of the character and
and text with relevant and story with precise and well-chasen
Knowledge Impoi tant details are minimal Details are somewhat accurate accurate details textual evidence
and need more acouracy
See comments below See comments below
Minimal evidence of Shows some ability ta interpret | Provides sufficient interpretation | Shows exceptional critical thinking
Interpretation traits or symbols of chasacter traits with dlear, by making insightful and
redevant connections to design well-supported connections
Inguiry Connections between thestory | Makes moderate connections elements between character traits, symbols.
and costume are approaching between story and design and costume decign
SUCCESS
See comments below See comments below
Limited clarity or organization Communicates ideas with some | Communicates ideas in a clear Communicates ideas with
Inwriting clarity and organized way using exceptional clarity, structure, and
sppropriate vocabulary and effective word choice
Communication | ldeas need further development | Ovganization ks somewhat sentence structure
present. with increasing Language enhances understanding
consistency
See comments below See comments below
Minimal design detall or Design includes some symbolic Design meets expectations with Design is exxceptionally creative and
symbolic meaning elements relevant symbolic slements that meaningful, with detailed symbalic
reflect the character's tralts or elements that enhance
Application Connection to character traits is | Moderate connections to story interpretation of the character
spproaching suctess character traits
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approaching success character traits
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