“The Cask of Amontillado” Short Story Unit

Explore Edgar Allan Poe’s classic short story with this modern literary analysis unit!
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Plot Summary Story Map Activity

Guide your students through the chilling events in the text with this story map activity
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Plot Summary Story Map

Instruetione: Use this auide to sutline the key elements of the story's plot structures.
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Includes Mood Informational Handout

Ditterentiate setting and mood to make these literary concepts easier for students to grasp
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LITERARY DEVlCE= MOOD Edgar Allan Poe, "The Cask of Amontillade”

Commonly used adjectives to describe mood:

Edgar Allan Poe, "The Cask of Amontillado”
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Explore 11 Quotations from “The Cask of Amontillado”

Students will analyze the author’s use of mood and locate text evidence
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ANALYSIS

QUOTATION CLASSIFICATION ANALYSIS

QUOTATION CLASSIFICATION

Evidence from the text and page number Setting, imagery, diction, subject matter, or How does this quotation contribute to the act motter, or

attitude?

Evidence from the text and page number Setting, imagery, diction, subj How does this quotation contribute to the

attitude?

"The niter!' | said; 'see, it increases. It hangs ”
like moss upon the vaults. We are below the

river's bed. The drops of moisture trickle Name: Date:
among the benes. Come, we will go back
ere it is too lote. Your cough -" i ]
.
; : LITERARY DEVICE: MOOD
Once more | implore you to return. No?
Then | must positively leave you. But | will Edgar Allan Poe, "The Cask of Amontillado"

first render you all the little attentions in my
power."

Instructions: Fill out the Fo|1owing chart by analyzing the quotations for their effect on mood. If you're unsure, you can locate the quotation

. within the story fo gain more of an understanding of the context. Then, search for and note additional queotations that establish moed in
For a brief moment | hesitated - |

trembled. Unsheathing my rapier, | began
to grope with it about the recess; but the
thought of an instant reassured me. |
placed my hand upon the solid fabric of

the catacombs, and felt satisfied.”

"The Cask of Amentillado." Explain your reasoning by filling out the corresponding sections of the chart for these quotations.

CLASSIFICATION ANALYSIS

QUOTATION

Setting, imagery, diction, subject matter, or How does this quotation cantribute to the

Evidence from the text and page number L
attitude?

"There came forth in reply only a jingling of
the bells. My heart grew sick on account of

the dampness of the catacombs. | "A wrong is unredressed when retribution Diction The narrator is using firm diction to
hastened to make an end of my labor. | overtakes its redresser. It is equally ) communicate his deep desires for revenge.
forced the last stone intfo its position; | unredressed when the avenger fails to Subject matter His attitude seems strong-willed. This
plastered it up." make himself felt as such to him who has ra— establishes a tense and foreboding mood.

done the wrong." fruds
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1he {::1 of ﬂ:: d:;-sceni, end;’ro;:'dh Imagery contributing to a frightening and chilling
ogether on the damp ground of the T

catacombs.”

"Putting on a mask of black silk, and
drawing a roquelaire closely around my
person, | suffered him to hurry me to my
palazzo."




True Crime Nonfiction Case Study Unit

These true crime cases provide a rich foundation for comparing motives,
outcomes, and moral complexity with “The Cask of Amontillado.”
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Escape Room Review Game

Challenge students' critical thinking skills through tasks like decoding
encrypted messages, solving riddles, and identifying speakers from the text
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Fe Rad dnund mane wine than was good‘fm.ﬁ:'m. & ac.&aa’,n&mm' tosse fim,
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Editable Test Question Bank
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Summative Assessment

om Score: /10

Inatructions: Read the following options carefully. Pick the optien that is most correct and
cirele one answer only. 1 Point for each item.

1. Why does Montresor smile at Fortunato?

a. Fortunate reminds him of himself
b, He is thinking of his immelation

¢. Fortunato is dressed in motley

d. Montrasor is in love with Fortunate

2. What does Montresor state he has in comman with Fortunato?

. They are both wine connoIsSeurs

b, They are both painters

1. Why does Montresor smile at Fortunato?
a. Fortunato remends hem of himset!
b. Heis thinking of his mmolation
¢ Fortunato & drossad in motioy

d M 1 % L
Maontresor is in love with Fortunato

1 VWhat does Montreso
s Miontresor ctate he has in common with Fortunato?
yith Fortunato

a. They are both wine connolsseurs
b. They anc both painiters

They are bath countrymen
d. They are both ftalian

Montresor states
sor statos: 7 porcohve
¢ you have an engagement.”
SOMENCE. | Inthe ©
emence, what doas the term “engagement” moan? ganaunlo o

a. A diamond ring (Y

A for
o formal agreement to et marmed

<

An arr e
angemant to go somewhere or do something
d. A business agreement

):. They are both countrymen
4. They are both tralian

3, Whyare Montresar's attendants not at home?

a, They are padicipating in the carnival traditions
b, They are moking merry In honaer of the fime
&, Montrasar has infarmed them that he will ot return until the moming

d. All of the above

4. Where does Montresor claim his Amontillade is located?

a. In the neighborhood cemetery
b. On the rooftop above his palozze
c. In the vaults below his polozzo

4. In the countryside

NGI’II.;
\
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\
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ch
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aracterized? p
+ Uescri i &
ribe his disposition, tory, how is Fordunato




See what others are saying...

Here's what teachers like you are loving about this “Cask of Amontillado” Short Story Unit!

Extremely Satisfied

This resource is well-organized, easy to use, and works great in my high school special education
assroom. My students stay engaged, and the materials are clear and accessible. | really
appreciate the quality and thoughtfulness of this resource.

- Nichole K.

N

Extremely Satisfied

My students love true crime, so this was the perfect pairing to use with “The Cask of Amontillado™!
It was very engaging and they had a good time comparing the short story to real life stories.

- Haley C.



