Reading Questions for “The Lottery”

Help students gain a deeper understanding of Shirley Jackson's “The Lottery” with these
comprehension questions and discussion prompts
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1. Violence is an unfortunate reality in human history. Is there any circumstance
where violence is justifiable? Explain your reasoning.

@ Detailed Answer Key for Comprehension Questions

2. What does tradition mean to you? Are there any traditions in which you
participate? Do you feel as though it is important to preserve traditions?

<J) Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource

3. Read the first two paragraphs of the story. Describe the mood of these first two
paragraphs. How does the author introduce the setting? How does the imagery
make you feel?
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Analyze Key Literary Elements

Engage students in literary analysis through exploring various themes, characterization,
and literary devices

3. Read the first two paragraphs of the story. Describe the mood of these first two
paragraphs. How does the author introduce the setting? How does the imagery

make you feel?

¢ D
4, Based on the title of the short story and the mood in the first two paragraphs,
what predictions can you make about the plot?

e Explore literary devices such as symbolism,
setting, and mood

e Examine imagery and think critically about
themes presented in “The Lottery”

Answer Keys Included!




See what others are saying...

Here's what teachers like you are loving about these Reading Questions!

Extremely Satisfied

Perfect for teaching “The Lottery!” Thank youl!

- Sarah Z.

Extremely Satisfied

These study questions helped my students grasp the depth of this short story. Once again, the answer key
was really great to have on hand.

— Julia S.

Extremely Satisfied

Excellent Resource! My students were very engaged.

- WellSoul Classroom



