Compare and Contrast “The Lottery” and
The Hunger Games

This activity is compatible with both the original texts and film adaptations
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‘The Lottery” vs. The Hunger Gomes

¢ Prompt meaningful discussion with
scaffolded questions and text excerpts
that highlight shared themes across both
dystopian texts
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e Strengthen analytical writing skills
with short response prompts that
synthesize tone, theme, and literary
analysis
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o Differentiate instruction with visual and
written comparison tasks that encourage
creative and critical thinking
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Explore short passage excerpts from PURCHASE HERE

both texts to examine shared themes!
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Editable & Ready-to-Print Assignment
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Comparison Poster Paragraph Checklist
Editable & Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubric
Answer Keys and Student Example Responses

Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource

% Plot Structure ComparisonChart & &« & &

File Edit View Insert Format Slide Arrange Tools Extensions Help

Q Menus + [% & 2 & @ Fit * R Tr QO \N~

©O 8 O-

Background Layout Theme T

1 2 by 3 4 5
1> N
PF ETEC TURE © Nl oy T 8T
T cl .
ick here to edit text Click
— Name: Date:
L ) B PLOT STRUCTURE COMPARISON CHAR
“The Lottery” vs. The Hunger Games
2 T BT T e Y L e
- o Instructions: Fill in the chart by analyzing each element in “The Lottery” and The Hunger Games. Use evidence from the story or t
o support your answers. Be specific and use ot least one key detail or example in eoch bos
o STORY ELEMENT THE LOTTERY THE HUNGER G/
. - --c £ tttdé i i AMN i A eee——, r?)PyDFYPEPPbA-. S>»r4Y: P J)—/L'/?z2 Z2
3 Click here to edit fext Click here to edit text
e EXPOSITON
ki : ; Introduce the man
ha patt q
—_— E | - and jrital wtuahon
w Click here lo edit text Chick here 1o edit lext
INCITING INCIDENT

dentity the event that

storts the main conflict

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®



Includes Short Passage Excerpts
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Compare and Contrast Plot Structure

Students will i i
use the graphic organizer provided to compare narrative structure
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PLOT STRUCTURE

Instructions: Fill in the chart by analyzing each element

to support your answers. Be speciﬁc and use af least ane key detai
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COMPARISON CHART

<. Use evidence from the story or the provided excerpfs
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EXPOSITION
Introduce the main
characters, setting,
and inifial situation.

Name:

PLOT STRUCTURE COMPA

“The Lottery” vs. The Hunger G

PLOT STRUCTURE COMPARISON CHART

“The Lottery” vs. The Hunger Games

STORY ELEME
E HUNGER GAMES

INCITING INCIDENT
Identify the event that
starts the main conflict.

FALLING ACTIONS
Show the events that
follow the climax,
leading to the resolution.

RESOLUTION
Identify how the conflict
is resolved or what
huppens in the end.

THEMES
Identify the key ideas or
messages the story
conveys.
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Practice Literary Analysis

This compare and contrast activity includes guided discussion questions and a short

written response prompt

“The Lottery” vs. The Hunger Games

Instructions: In your group, discuss the following quections. Take notes ar record yc

each one. Be prepared to share yourideas with the class.

Topic: Tradition, R

o How does the structure of each story reflect or support its themes about trac

©) How is rebellion portrayed differently in each text’s structure?
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GUIDED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

e

SHORT RESPONSE WRITINC

“The Lottery” vs. The Hunger Games

Instructions: Write a short paragraph (4-8 centences) responding to the prompt below.
examples from both texts and explain how the wery each story is structured influences th

emolional response.

ructure, Form, and Emotional Impact

Both "The Lottery” and The Hunger Games explore themes of tradition, control, and 1
but they de so using very different narmative forms and structures. Explain how the o

structure of each stery shape:

* What the reader understands about the society
¢ The emotional impazst of each stary's svents and ending

+ The message the auther delivers aboul traditien or power

RESPONSE:
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COMPARE & CONTRAST ACTIVITY

“The Lottery” vs. The Hunger Games

Both “The LoHery” by Shirley Jackson and The
Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins explore

powerful themes like tfradition, contral, and rebellion
—but they use different structures and story

elements to deliver their mesages.

This activity guides you in comparing and
contrasting the struclures of both stories fo
deepen your understanding of how an author’s

chaicas in form shape the stary's meaning.

o SHORT PASSAGE EXCERPTS

First, you will read selected short excerpte from both stories carefully, annotating key
details thot show conflict, suspense, tradition, or control. As you read, pay close
attention 1o how the stories are structured—notice pacing, how information s revealed,

and any shifts in time or focus.

o GUIDED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Next, you will participate in guided discussions using provided questions. These
questions are designed to help you think about how each story portrays themes like
tradition, rebellion, and society. You will also Exp|ora how the order and structure of

events influence your experience and understanding os @ reader.

e PLOT STRUCTURE COMPARISON CHART

After discussing, you will complete a detailed cemparisen chart. This chart will ask you
to examine six important story elements: setting, plot strueture, conflict, climax,
resolution, and theme. You should use 5pe|:|'f':c evidence from the texts and clear

descripticns 1o show the similarities and differences between the two stories.

Extension Activity:

Date:

RE & CONTRAST ACTIVITY

“The Lottery” vs. The Hunger Games

T RESPONSE WRITING

aart, you will write o shert response paragraph. In this response, explain
e of each story shapes its emotional impact and overall message. Make
examples from both stories and focus on hew the authers’ choices

et what the stories mean to readers,
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ive while reinforcing your understanding of the stories.

ber o think beyond just what happens in the stories. Focus on how the

g literary terms like exposition, ricing action, elimax, resalutien, tone, and
erns such as whe holds control, whe resists, and what troditions are

rself why the author chose to reveal information in certain ways and how

your experience as a reader.
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sion Questians:

Comparisan Chart:

Writing:
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Differentiated Extension Assignments

Students can complete a compare and contrast poster or venn diagram to visually
display their analysis
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COMPARISON POSTER

Tk~ Isttery” vs. The Hunger C~~=~
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arison poster in thot creatively she

COMPARISON POSTER

"The Lottery” vs. The Hunger Games

Instructions: Write a s short paragraph explaining your comparisons,

Lottery" and The Hunger Games

bals, or drawings (you may use s
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Student Name:

CONTENT & ANALYSIS

ASSESSMENT CHEC

Comparison Poster Paragraph

Clearly compares beth "The Lottery” and The Hunger Games

ldentifies at least one similarity between the two texts

Identifies at least one difference between the two fexts

Includes specific texiual evidence or references from both stories

00|00

CLARITY & ORGANIZATION

Demonstrates understanding of the themes and messages in both s

COMPARE & CONTRAST DIAGRAM

“The Lottery” vs. The Hunger Games

Instructions: Choose one of the following options fo visually compare key elements of “The Lottery” and The Hunger Games. Be sure o include specific

examples and brief explonations for each comparison you make.

THE LOTTERY

CATEGORIES TO COMPARE

¢ ~

Setting

Characters

Plot structure

Themes

Conflict

Ending

DEIDEIDDG\

Emotional Impact

Ideas are expressed in a clear and logical erder

Sentences are complete and grammatically correct

Paragraph includes an epening senfence that introduces the comparisan

Includes

Q

Paragraph includes a closing sentence or concluding thought

Uses appropriaie acodemic tane and language

checklist, rubric, ‘

Avoids vague statements (e.g., “they are kind of the same”)

and student

Edits for spelling and punciuation errors

examples!




Editable & Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubric

Modity this rubric to meet the unique needs of your classroom!
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Developing clarity in expressing
comparisons

Communication Organization and/or visual
design require revision
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\deas are communicated, but
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enhance the final product
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Application
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Shows basic understanding
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Shows clear and logical
understandingin comparing plot
structure and theme

Shaws insightful and thorough
understanding when comparing
plot structure and theme
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