Explore Symbolism in “Thank You, Ma’am”

Students will locate .and interpret symbols in “Thank You, Ma’'am” using text evidence to
support their answers.

e Help students identify and analyze
symbolism using the graphic
organizer provided.

e Reinforce understanding with an
informational handout on
symbolism in literature that provides
clear definitions and relatable
examples.

e Challenge students to support their
analysis with textual evidence and
discuss thematic connections.
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Explore symbolism through the use PURCHASE HERE

of supporting evidence from the text!



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/symbolism-graphic-organizer/?v=da984e42a589
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/symbolism-graphic-organizer/?v=da984e42a589

Included with this resource:

% Symbolism Graphic Organizer % 5B & © Ch ~

File Edit View Insert Format Slide Arrange Tools Extensions Help

@ Symbolism in Literature Informational Handout

. . . ) Q + B[ © ¢ & @ Fit - R TrT & O \N~BEx Background Layol
e Defines symbolism with common examples in

1 2 3 4
literature o — S
e Explains how to identify symbols and connect — | - Nome: CickHors o Ed T -
them to larger themes | g LITERARY ANALYSIS: SYMBOLISM
~ ~ — Langston Hughes, "Thank You, Ma'am”
Symbolism Graphic organizer _For llThan You, g [ N:.‘ Instructions: Locote symbols within the short stary, “Thank You, Ma'am ' Then, complete the chart belaw
Mdldm" N | — ynce | p— : ; f
. - Click Here to Edit Text Click Here to Edit Text Click Here to E
e Students will identity quotations from the short ;
story, interpret symbolism, and analyze themes = -
(J) Blank Symbolism Graphic Organizer for Any Text | | o
I ] Click Here to Edit Text Click Here to Edit Text Click Here to Ec
. . L P ———
O/ Detailed Answer Key with Examples of Symbolism in il | [
“Thank You, Ma'am”

(J) Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource

- | .

u

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®



Symbolism Informational Handout

Explore how to identity symbols and connect them to larger themes.

Name:

Data:

represent good luck in Chinese culture.

underlying themes of a story or piece of literature, such.

LITERARY DEVICE: SYMBOLISM

Langston Hughes, "Thank You, Ma'am”

For example, a snake is a traditional symbol of temptation, but it could alse reference Asklepios, the mythical Greek Geod of medicine, or

Analyzing symbols in literature enables us to uncover larger themes. Through the use of symbolism, an auther can represent o "bigger
pic‘fure" that iz broader or more abstract than the objeci, imcge, or character that is being used as a symboL For exa mp|e, a dark forest

oy symbohze fear of the unkrnown, while & I19§a+ in the darkness may symbalize hapea. In this way, symbalism can be used ta reveal the

Name:

Date:

LITERARY DEVICE: SYMBOLISM

Langston Hughes, "Thank You, Ma'am”

Symbeolism is o literary device that is used to add a deeper meaning to a story or piece of literature.
It involves using objects, images, or characters to represent broader concepts or more abstract
ideas. For example, o red rose may symbolize love ond passion, while o white dave may symbnlize
freedom and peace. Symbolism can be found in many different forms of literature, including poetry,
novels, and short stories; symbols are also used within song lyrics, theater scripts, television shows,

and maovies.

There are several common symbols that are repeatedly used in different forms of literature. For
example, nature is often used te represent sverything frem emetions (peace, sadness, anger) to
themes (growth, decay, fime). Light and dark are also commenly used to symkclize good and evil,
knowledge and ignorance or hope and despair. Ancther commeon symbol in literature is color. Celors have widely accepted connctations;
for example, red invokes passion and remance, and green symbolizes envy and greed. Animals are also frequently used as symbels in
literature, with common examples including the lien as a symbel of courage, the snake as a symbel of tempiation, and the owl as a symbal

of wisdom,

Readers can idani“’y $Yﬂ1b¢l$ in literature b)-' pqyir‘lg attention to nl:jacl$, imuagﬁ, or characters thot seem to have a deeper meaning
beyor‘.d their literal representation. They can also look for patterns or motifs in the story, such as the repea‘led use of a certain color or
animal. Additionally, readers can pay attention to the context in which these symbols appear and how they relate 1o the themes and

emotions of the story. They can even look for cannections between the symbols and thair ewn experiences or culiurdl references.
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Analyze Symbols in “Thank You, Ma’am”

Engage students in literary analysis through exploring various symbols.

ANALYSIS OF sy,
What is the symbol, and ?:Z?Jg :“S{ﬂ
represent? B

SYMBOLISM

_and what does it
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Challenge students to support E 

their analysis using text evidence!




