
Politics and the English Language Rhetorical Analysis
Explore the essential question: “Is language political?”

Explore the influence of words
through Orwell’s “Politics and the
English Language” with guided
reading questions

Two-part activity: Part A focuses
on rhetorical analysis of the essay,
while Part B involves a comparison
prompt

Use supplementary speeches
and essays to connect and
examine political and historical
language dynamics

Compare George Orwell’s essay to
the texts provided

PURCHASE HERE

https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/politics-and-the-english-language/
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/politics-and-the-english-language/


Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource

Hyperlinks to Supplementary Resources

Examine historical events and excerpts from
George Orwell’s classic novel 1984
Explore Harry Truman’s speech, “Statement
Announcing the Use of the A-Bomb at Hiroshima”

Comprehension and Discussion Questions for
“Politics and the English Language”

Writing Prompts for Comparison Paragraph
Orwell's "Principles of Newspeak"
Harry Truman's "Statement Announcing the
Use of the A-Bomb at Hiroshima"

Detailed Answer Key

Included with this resource:

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®



Analyzing the Political Implications of Language

PREVIEW
Encourage students to

read slowly and mindfully;
with the use of this guide,

they will be guided to
conceptualize the
political power of

language

Explore Orwell’s “Politics and the English Language” using this guided reading activity



Two-part activity: Part A analyzes “Politics and the English Language” from a rhetorical
perspective, and Part B includes a comparison prompt

A Comparative Analysis of Language

PREVIEW
Includes Answer Keys!

TWO-
PART

ACTIVITY



Make text connections using the supplementary speeches and essays provided to
explore political and historical language dynamics

Supplementary Materials

PREVIEW
Examine historical

events and
excerpts from

George Orwell’s
classic novel 1984



Here’s what teachers like you are loving about this Politics and the English Language!

See what others are saying...

– Rebecca H. 

Extremely Satisfied

I really enjoy the literature you choose to dissect with students. Its edgy and thought provoking and this is
no different. In my AP English class we read Moby Dick and The Scarlet Letter which was not fun at all. I'm a
huge fan of Orwell and it was fun reading through these questions. Thanks for sharing!

– Melanie S. 

Extremely Satisfied

The questions really help focus student attention on noteworthy aspects of Orwell's essay. I'll use this
again.


