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Limerick Poetry Writing Workshop

This resource includes everything you need to explore limerick poetry with your students
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Limerick Poetry Introductory Slideshow

Becofl: [yveriinl Terms
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LIMERICK POETRY

Writing Template

A limerick = o humorous five-line poem with a specific thythm and rhyme ssh
* The thyme scheme of @ limerick is AABBA, where lines 1, 2, and & |.hv1w v
Sand & hyms with each other. .
* The rhythm follows a potern called anapestic meter. Lines 1, 2, and §
syllabless, da-da-DUM de-da-DUm do-da-OUA), while lines 3 and 4 ha
da-do-DUM do-do-Dlim),
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Structure of a

LIMERICK

A limerick follows an AABBA rhyme scheme.

There was an Old Mon with o beard, (A)
Who said, "It Is just as | feared!— [A)
Two Owls and o Hen, (B)

Four Laorks and a Wrren, (B)

Have all built their nests in my beard!” (A)
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Explore limerick poetry using this
hands-on writing workshop!

e Engage students with an

interactive slideshow on limerick
history, structure, and rhyme scheme
using examples and multimedia links.

Guide creativity with structured
templates and outlines that simplity
the writing process while ensuring
proper rhyme and meter.

e Assess with ease using a 4-level

editable rubric that aligns with
curriculum expectations and provides
clear success criteria.

PURCHASE HERE



https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/limerick-poetry-writing-workshop/
https://mondaysmadeeasy.com/product/limerick-poetry-writing-workshop/

Included with this resource:

% Limerick Poetry Writing Templates % & & D B -
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@ Limerick Poetry Introductory Slideshow
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e Explore the history of the limerick

e Teach the rhyme scheme and rhyming structure ol (— B
of limericks == - N CH 8 E T R —
* Discuss engaging examples of limerick poems = S o endd
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@ Limerick Poetry Writing Templates | .

e 5 Click to Edit Text

<J) Editable 4-Level Rubric for Evaluation | p
B Lime | Click 10 Edit Text
@ Teacher Instructions for how to use this resource —

Includes Digital Version for Google Drive®



Interactive Slideshow Lesson

Activate background knowledge, recall essential vocabulary, and explore examples of
limerick poems
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What do you know about
this type of poem?

I" }.  The limerick, named atter the Irish town, gained
iy ’
i/ g

Yy fame in the 19th century through Edward Lear's
'? ( "A Book of Nonsense."

Have you written this type of poem before?

May 12 (Lear’s birthday)

is National Limerick Day.
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Limerick Poetry Informational Handbook

Students can use this informational handout to reference poetic structures and and
examples as models for their writing
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Writing &
you craft your own.

pick a Topic -
o Choose o fun or quirky subject fo bose your limerick o

animal, or situation.

n. H’ C‘-Dull:‘ bE

thi me
Limericks are often humorous, so think of so

whimsical.

a for the first, second, and fifth lines. Then, com

Find rhyming words it the str

hyming words for the third and fourth lines. Ensure they f
rhry

topic.

meter (da-da-DUM), mea

o Focus on Meter
-2 syllables, da-da-DUM d

Limericks 1ypically follow an anapestic

feet (B
 Lines 1,2, and 5 have three v
« Lines 3 and 4 have fwo feet (5-6 syllables, da-da-DUM da

i Limerick
° '::::ia:r::g your limerick, keeping the structure, thyme scheme
Focus on making it flow with thythm and sound fun.
« Line &: Infroduce @ character or situation
« Line 2: Devslop the character of situation
+ Line 3: Infroduce an unexpecied or funny fwist

« Line 4: Build upon the twist
« Line 5: Deliver the punchline or conclusion

limerick, read it aloud to ensure it floy

6 Revise ond Refine
don't fit the rhythm.

Once you've written the
Adjust any lines that feel off or

Due Date for Assignment Qutline:

Scheme

The scheme refers to the speci{ic pattern of rhyrnes in a limerick. Limericks follow

AABBA rhyme scheme, meaning you'll need five lines of copy:

¢ The first and second lines rhyme with each other (A),
¢ The third ond fourth lines rhyme with each other (B),
* The fifth line rhymes with the first and second lines (A).

There was an Old Man with o beard, [A)
Who said, “It is just os | feared!— (A)

Two Owils and a Hen, (B)
Four Larks and o Wiren, [B)
Have all built their nests in my beard!” (A)

© Meter

The meter in a limerick is one of its defim’ng l{eciures, especic”}r its rh:(fhmlc str
Limericks typically follow a type of meter called anapestic meter, which consis

unstressed syllables followed by a stressed syllable (da-da-DUM). The differer

between trimeter and dimeter is in the number of feet:

« Lines 1,2, and 5: Written in anapestic trimeter, these lines have three fe

resulting in 8-9 syllables (da-da-DUM da-da-DUM da-da-DUM).

5-6 syllables (da-da-DUM da-da-DUM).

Lines 3 and 4: Written in anapestic dimeter, these lines have two feet,

Two Owls and a Hen, (da-da-DUM da-DUM)
Four Larks and a Wren, (da-da-DUM da-DUM)

There was an Old Man with a beard, (da-da-DUM da-da-DUM da-da-1
Who said, "It is just as | feared — (da-da-DUM da-da-DUM da-da-DUM

Have all built their nests in my beard!” (da-da-DUM da-da-DUM da-de

Limerick Poetry

Informationg| Handout

When people think of postry, they often imagine love

poems, not something funny or lighthearted., Byt there's

one exception: limeri
ption: limerick poems. This quirky, humorous

form of poetry has been making us laugh for centuries

While the exaet origins of limericks are unclear, they

might date bock 1o medieyal Ireland and could be

nomed after the [rish city or county of Limerick

The version of limer:
icks we recognize today §i
y tirst appeared in the 1Bth cent
S ury. They became

especially popular in Eng|
gland, thanks 1o Edward Lear,
» who introduced them in hi
s Book of

onsense in 1844, rwrote an b she 2 tmer 5 in totg emen g Place as
M 46 Lea t d Puoiished 21 ck t < i !
i 19 his

S Mos fqu ous lir eric writers, H s playrul non ense poem: are still e ?h
one o rr i k 1] . Hi p’ y’ |
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The Structure of Limericks

Lirr ericks are l(f“IQ\’uﬁ for th {31 dls!lncrlve S‘IPUG"U(E!, whick FEVOIVSS oround 'fhree key eler ents;

rhyme, scheme, and met rol

2 2 er. Each of these compon
. . 5 ent: i i
Mmool it ponents plays an important rofs in giving

© Byme
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b
ounce and flow. Far example, in the fo”owfng limerick:

There was an Old Man with o beard,
Who said, “It js fust as | feared! —
Two Owils ond o Hen,

Four Larks and o Wren,

Have all built their nests in my beardl”

A 4

Explore the
rhyme schemes
ot limericks!



Limerick Poetry Writing Activity

This step-by-step graphic organizer helps students select a topic, plan their lines, and
incorporate the humor and clever twists typical of limericks.

Date: | Date:
Name: ] Name:
—

LIMERICK POETRY  *
C o

Date: _
Assignment Qutline [

LIMERICK POETRY
ssignment Outline

LIMERICK POETRY e

a Final Draft

ina ite structure, rhythm, and
Assi Outl Objective: Learn how to create your own limerick poem by understanding i
Ignment Qutlin ; e i
’ ) rhyme scheme, and opplying your creativity to write on
i hml:‘":“k; (AABBA). © Brainstorm Your Limerick Topic f a Limerick
oo rhyml:\ . :A ke sure lines 1, 2, and § have 7-9 syllables, and line & e
» Count the syllables: Make S sl 2,
5.4 syllables.

bl viell?
¢ Read it aloud: Does it sound fun and flow well?

ink oTa ny or unusual subje yo me, UC q ¥
h n f un runus B b} CT TOr ur | T C!(, such as a quirk animc
situat On, an unusug, Clt’VEH!Ul’e, or a si t}’ person ar C}IQH}C ar

ifi 5 thm.
A limerick is a 5-line poem with a specific rhyme scheme and thythm
Scheme: AABBA
; i erick. write it neatly below. s
» Now that you've written your limerick, wri My chosen topic is: i s ——
¥ Lines 3 and 4 rhyme with each other.
- « Syllable Pattern:
o i i » lines 1,2, and 5: 7-9 syllables
- » Lines 5 ond 4: 5-6 syllables
Hre ® Line & Introduce o character or situation
]
* Example: There once wos o cot from the z00
r o Analyze the Example
Line 4 Write your first line here:
Line 5

it Il 4] unce ng T entity 15T s a d
uation ad k ] d i e mymi ds, iy ¥ iy 1=}
vel P the cha acter or s Re the limeric below; under ne he rmymi WOoras and d tarr e scheme ar

. E syllable count.
xample: Who loved fo wear shoes fhat wers blus.
Includ iti

d lady of France,
Writs your second line here: Thers was an of Y

Who taught litile ducklings to dance;
. »Tick-a-tack!” ___
Line 3: Introduce an unexpected or funny twist When she said, “Tic
I * Example: Ope doy she
fem p I ates!

Jumped high,

They only said, “OQuack!”
Which grieved that old lady of France.

Write your third and fourth lines

here:
Sylloble Count:
Line 4: Build upon the twist . linel: syllables
* Example: And flew up fo the sky o line 2: _— syllables

o sy"ﬂbles
Write your fourth line here: ;

v Linedi_____ syllables
Line §: Deliver the punchline or conelusion
* Exomple:

» Line 5: syllables

And landed in a bci_a,;f of stew!

Write your fifth line here:

- L




Includes Editable & Ready-to-Print 4-Level Rubric

Modity this rubric to meet the unique needs of your classroom

Poetry Writing Workshop: Limerick 4-Level Rubric™ % &0 &5 ® @ (- (sideshow | ~ )| @ Shem -~
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Poetry Writing Workshop: Limerick 4-Level Rubric
LCategory Levell Level2 Level3 Level 4
Shows an emerging Displays a growing Demonstrates aclear and Demonstrates a thorough and
@ understanding of the structure, | understanding of the structure, | accurate understanding of the confident understanding of the
MName Grade (%) rhyme scheme, and syllable rhyme scheme, and syllable structure, rhyme scheme, and structure, rhyyme scheme, and
count count, with several accurate syllable count syllable count of alimerick
Knowledge elements and room for
Poetry Writing Workshop: Limerick 4-Level Rubric Demonstrates effort and is consistency
[ beginning torefine
- understanding
Category bavell bavel2 Lavel3 Lavel 4 See comments below See comments below
| Shows an emerging Displays a growing Demonstrates .':c}ear. ""df Dann'ron_-.trates athorough and ? Makes initial attempts to Demonstrates emerging Shows creativityin brainstorming | Exceptional creativity shines
| understanding of the structure, | understanding of the struCture, | accurate understanding ofthe | confident understanding of the brainstorm and develop the creativity, with some ariginality | and developing amostly ariginal, | throughin brainstarming and
rhyme scheme, and syllable rhyme scheme. and syllable structure, rhyme schems, and st L‘-T-“'ﬂr'h!’""?“h'!'“}’- and limerick, showing potential for | in topic and development engaging topic crafting a unique, engaging, and
| count count, with several accurate syllabie count sylkable count of a imerick Inquiry further ereativity and humoreus limerick
Knowledge elements and room for elaboration Further depth can enhance the
Demonstrates effort and Is consistency result
| nini r
| wndl: ¢ str:n;?r;ﬁm See comments below See comments below
| Begins to convey ideas, with Conveys ideas with increasing Communicates ideas effectively, Communicates ideas seamlessly,
See comments below See comments below opportunities to strengthen clarity, though rivythm or with good rhythm and coherence | with excellent riwthm, coherence,
| rhythm and coherence coherence could become more and a humeor or twist that is
Makes initial attempts to Demonstrates emerging Shows creativity in brainstorming | Exceptional creativity shines consistent Humor or twist adds to the impactful and clear
| brainstorm and develop the creativity, with some originallty | and developing a mostly original, | through in brainstorming and Communication | Progressis evidentinthe impact
| limearick, showing potential for | in topic and development engaging topic cralting a unique, engaging, and communication of humor or Shows a developing sense of
Inquiry | further creativity and humanous limerick intent humor or twist
eishoration :::;:rl depth can enhance the See comments below See comments below
Makes initial attempts to revise | Revisesthe poem with growing | Successfully revises and refines Demonstrates exceptional ability to
See comments below See comments below and refine the poem, with a success the poem revise and refine the poem, with all
growing alignment to the elements skillfully executed
Beging to convery ideas, with Corweys ideas with increasing Communicates ideas effectively. | Communicates ideas seamiessly, assignment criteria Some elements of the rhyme Most elements, including rhyme
opportunities to strengthen clarity, though riwthm or with good riwthm and coherence | with sxceflent riwthm, coherence, Application schemeand_swlahle count are scheme and syllable count, are
| riwthm and coherence coherence could become more and a humor or twist that is accurate, with opportunitiesto | accurate
consistent Hurmar of twist adde to the Impactful and clear refing further
Communication | Progress is evident inthe Irmipact
communication of humor o Shows a developing sense of Seecamments below Beicos 5 bekot
Intent humor oF twist
Comments:
See comments below See comments below
Makes initial attempts to revise | Revises the poem with growing | Successfully revises and refines Demonstrates exceptional abillty to
and refine the poem, with a SUCCESS the posm revise and refine the poem, with all
groeeing alionmant bo th st & ebeill by gy b
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